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A dream’s related information

Photos of Thai pirates attacked Vietnamese refugee boats.
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1. THAI PIRATES CONTINUING BRUTAL ATTACKS ON
VIETNAMESE BOAT PEOPLE by BARBARA
CROSSETTE, Special to the New York Times – Published:
January 11, 1982

“WASHINGTON, Jan. 10— Nguyen Tien Hoa says he
escaped from Vietnam in mid-November aboard a 50-foot
boat that carried about 75 refugees, more than half of them
women and children.
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By the end of the month, Mr. Hoa, 31 years old, wounded,
distraught and alone in a disabled vessel with his 10-year-old
brother, drifted ashore in Malaysia, where the boy died of
shock and untended injuries.

A few days later, Mr. Hoa told an American diplomat in
Kuala Lumpur what had happened. It was a chronicle of
repeated attacks, robbery, torture, rape and murder at the
hands of Thai pirates. In a subsequent cablegram relaying the
account to the State Department, the embassy in Malaysia
said, “For unrelieved, repetitive brutality,the story is one of
the worst we have heard.”

Mr. Hoa’s story provided State Department Asian specialists
and refugee officials with what one diplomat described as a
first-person confirmation of worrying statistical evidence.

Figures compiled by the United Nations High Commission on
Refugees show that there were 14 documented incidents of
mass murder of Vietnamese boat people in Thai waters in
1981.

United Nations figures also show that in the first 10 months of
the year, 289 refugee boats were attacked – with, on average,
more than three attacks per boat. There were 484 known
deaths or murders and 583 identified rape victims.

In addition, 199 women and girls were recovered from Thai
houses of prostitution to which they had been abducted. In
most cases, as in Mr. Hoa’s, victims identified their attackers
as Thai pirates or fishermen. Officials emphasize that they
believe that these figures represent only a part of the problem.
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In Mr. Hoa’s account, the boat on which he was traveling was
attacked by a total of 13 other craft. In the first attack, pirates
boarded the boat, removed all the valuables and raped the
women before taking them, along with the children, away.

Thais have been putting many in refugee camps. But they also
have been reported to be towing Vietnamese boats back out to
sea.”

2. Boat People ‘Ate Their Relatives’ .

“Vietnamese overseas still remember the horrors of their
journey into exile. Former boat-person Kim Chi, whose boat
left Saigon in 1979 and who now lives in Belgium, described
in a recent interview how those on her boat survived by
resorting to cannibalism. [Warning: the following interview
contains graphic accounts.]

Kim Chi: By that time, everybody was hungry. One person
said this before he died: “Why not eat human flesh to
survive?” He then died, and his flesh was the first to be eaten
by his wife and his children for them to survive. The idea
started from there. After that other people saw it, and they
began.

RFA: You were on board that boat, weren’t you?

KC: Yes.

RFA: Did you eat human flesh because of the desperate
situation?

KC: Yes, yes.

RFA: How did you feel at that time?

9

http://www.rfa.org/english/women/food-05112009123100.html


KC: The truth is, it was horrible. When people were starving,
perhaps their thinking was clouded and their judgment was
impaired.

RFA: How many days had you traveled until you got into that
desperate situation? How many people were on the boat?

KC: The boat was very full, maybe one hundred and
forty-three people. But only 34 people survived.

RFA: Where did the boat set sail?

KC: From Saigon.

RFA: How long did you travel?

KC: We traveled about 65 days.

RFA: Why did it take that long to travel?

KC: I was very young at that time. I do not remember very
clearly, but if I am not mistaken, the boat’s propeller got
caught on a net and was broken. It could not run. The boat
was drifting. It just drifted, dead in the water …

Then one day it ran aground on [what seemed to be an] island.
It wasn’t an island, but a sandbar in Taiwanese waters. That
sandbar lay in the middle of the ocean. When the tide was
high, it covered the sandbar, meaning that it was completely
covered by the sea. During low tides, our boat was on top of
the sandbar, but the water level on the sandbar was still deep,
up to our knees. That meant that even at the lowest tides the
water still reached up to our knees.
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RFA: There were over 100 people on the boat. Therefore, the
food supplies gradually decreased. The food and water
decreased, is that right?

KC: That is right. The reason was, when we started, we did
not think it would take that many days [to reach our
destination], and we did not bring enough food. [Everyone]
started to get hungry and thirsty, and that led to our desperate
actions. My uncle made the original suggestion.

He had been a schoolteacher. When he saw that his children
and his wife were hungry, and he was very, very weak—he
was starving, near death—he said that after he died, his wife
and his children should just use his flesh for food in order to
survive. He wanted his children and his wife to live.

After his death, people began to see his idea and they started
eating human flesh for themselves and their families to
survive. Other people survived because of his idea, not only
his wife and his children.

People on the boat, other families saw this, and in the
beginning they cursed and condemned the idea. They said that
it was immoral, inhuman, and so on. As the night passed, and
when the morning came, the only remaining part of his body
was his skeleton. People cursed, people swore [at his family],
but they still stole his flesh, they stole his flesh to eat.

RFA: Ate it raw like that?

KC: It was his idea in the first place.

RFA: People continued to eat flesh from dead bodies after
this?
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KC: In general, people ate their relatives’ flesh. It was not that
we ate everyone’s flesh, because some could not be used.
Mostly, the family of the dead person had the right to eat his
or her flesh. It wasn’t like a free-for-all. It’s not that after a
person died, [we] just grabbed their flesh and ate.

RFA: What happened to the people who had no deaths in their
families? How did they survive?

KC: They begged. There were so many ways—begging,
stealing. Because a dead body was not like meat that you cut
up and kept in the refrigerator. The body just lay there. You
went to sleep and next morning when you woke up, people
had stolen all the flesh.

RFA: After they removed it from the bones, did they cook the
flesh?

KC: They used the wood from the boat’s body for cooking.
After a while, they had used it up. If they continued further,
there would have been no place to lie down. Maybe part of it
was because—near the end, if I am not mistaken—the
currents were very strong and put out the fire. There was no
fire for a while and some people ate raw meat during this
time.

After that, a boat came to rescue us. That period only lasted a
bit more than 10 days. It stopped when the ship came to tow
us away.

At that time there were 64 people, but we were unlucky that
we met a Taiwanese fishing boat The people [on this fishing
boat] were greedy people, meaning that they would rescue us
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on the condition that we pay them 266 grams of gold per
person.

We agreed to pay them. After we paid them, they began to get
more greedy. Maybe they felt that we Vietnamese were rich
people and had a lot of money, and they cooked up a scheme
that instead of taking three days to go straight to shore, they
stretched the journey out to 17 days by running the boat
engine and giving us the impression that the boat was sailing.
But the boat actually stood still.

During these 17 days, people were starving, slowly perishing
from hunger. They still did not feed us. They were so
heartless and cruel. They thought that we had money and that
if we wanted food, we had to pay them. They did give us one
meal a day, but it was only rice soup. Only soup, no salt, no
meat, no fish sauce, nothing.

But if someone wanted to eat something else, he had to pay
extra. They earned more money that way. At some point, they
felt that we were exhausted and had no money left, but they
still decided that they would not take us to shore because they
planned to hide their actions. They would let us die slowly so
they did not have to bring us ashore.

Unluckily for them, one day the boat had a gas leak and an
explosion and it caught fire. Many people were burnt. They
were badly burned and water got in the boat. It started to sink.

The accident happened in the blink of an eye—on fire and
sinking. The ship’s captain was scared and he sent a message
to shore to ask for help or to bring people to shore, I don’t
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know. Because of that, the Taiwan government allowed us to
land.

When we got to Taipei, the police, ambulances, fire trucks
came, everything. Because there were casualties, deaths,
burns, they took [us] to the hospital.

Police began to investigate. They said that in the message, the
boat captain had said there were 64 people on board, but now
there were only 34. Police interrogated him and put him in jail
because they began to suspect him.

In the situation of being half-dead, half-alive, no one wanted
to report or sue. We were all sent to the hospital and stayed
there for nearly two months. After we got out of the hospital,
we were sent to a refugee camp. The American delegate came
to interview us.

Because [people] had to take an oath before being allowed to
settle in America, [the delegate] began to investigate and at
that point learned about the cannibalism.

Original reporting in Vietnamese by Thanh Quang.
Vietnamese service director: Diem Nguyen. Translated by
Thuy Brewer. Executive producer: Susan Lavery. Edited by
Luisetta Mudie and Sarah Jackson-Han.”

3. Cannibalism: the chilling secret of lost boat people, from
Jon Swain, Puerto Princesa, Philippines – The Sunday Times,
20 November 1988.

“In a remote corner of an asylum camp here for Vietnamese
boat people waiting to be resettled in the West stands a
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nondescript and locked building guarded by Filipino soldiers.
It is out of bounds to the camp’s 4,800 inmates.

Most of the Vietnamese would shrink from approaching it
anyway. For the building houses a group of seven refugees
who, in the eyes of the rest of the community, stand
condemned of the ultimate sin.

Twelve days after an American warship steamed off and left
them helplessly adrift in a leaking and disabled boat in the
South China Sea, they chose to survive by the murder and
cannibalism of their companions. The victims they killed and
ate included two children, aged 11 and 14, and a 22-year-old
woman.

The United States navy is investigating whether the captain of
the 8,800-ton amphibious landing ship, Dubuque, which came
across the boat about 250 miles from the Philippines before
the killing started, should have given more help.

The ship supplied some food but took no one aboard, a
decision Captain Alexander Balian, 48, who has been
suspended from his command, defends. He says the encounter
with the refugee boat was a chaotic “tragedy of errors”
plagued by poor interpreting and inaccurate reports relayed to
him on the bridge. He faces possible court-martial on 28
charges of negligent homicide.

However, not one of the 52 survivors wants Balian punished.
Whatever the judgment on his action, the story of the
refugees’ 37-day voyage is as harrowing as any to have
emerged in the 13 years that the Vietnamese have been

15



putting to sea in small boats to escape poverty and oppression
in communist Vietnam.

Refugee workers say it also spotlights the growing
international indifference to the stream of refugees pouring
out of Vietnam this year, for they say as many as 50 merchant
ships passed them by.

Few felt the desperate struggle for survival more acutely than
Dinh Thuong Hai, a 30-year-old tailor from Saigon. He saw
his best friend and young cousin murdered and eaten and he
would probably have been the next victim had the group not
been rescued by Filipino fishing boats off the coast of
Bolinao, north of Manila.

Hai recalls it was on their 28th day at sea, when most people
were desperately weak from hunger and thirst that his friend,
Dao Cuong, one of the feeblest on the boat, was killed.

A group of men with a knife and sticks said they needed him
for food to help the others to survive. “I said, ‘No, Cuong is
still alive. I cannot let you kill and eat him. You can use him
if he dies’,” Hai said.

“Cuong heard the conversation and said he did not agree to be
killed. He still believed we would be rescued the next day.
But the men had made up their minds. We were too weak to
resist. “Kill him, kill him,” one said. “Quickly, quickly, it’s
almost night.””

“When I saw the two men grab Cuong by the feet and realised
they were about to kill him, I asked them to allow us a few
minutes in private. Cuong had told me before we had left
Vietnam he wanted to be a Catholic. I scooped up some sea
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water, poured it over his head and read the Bible,” Hai said,
his eyes brimming with tears.

The men pushed Cuong’s head under the water until he
drowned before eating his body. They were to kill three more
times before they were rescued. Of the 110 refugees who left
Vietnam, 58 died en route, most by drowning and starvation.

Hai’s dream of a new life in California, where he has brothers
and sisters, has been shattered by this nightmare journey
which started with such high hopes.

It was a warm tropical May night when the refugees left Ben
Tre in southern Vietnam. Hai was accompanied by Cuong and
his young cousin, Pham Quy. Each had paid an escape
syndicate an ounce of gold for a place. They were told there
would be only 60 passengers, but when the 45ft riverboat set
out they found 110 men, women and children crammed on
board with only enough food and water for a few days.

They were bound for Malaysia, six days away across the
South China Sea, but after barely two days a storm blew up.
The boat sprang a leak and the motor failed.

This disaster provoked an early division between those who
wanted to go back and those who wished to continue, fearing
that if they returned they would go to jail. Hai was among
those who favoured continuing, for this was his fifteenth
attempt to escape by boat from Vietnam and he was
desperately looking forward to a future in America.

His friendship with Cuong had begun in 1983 in Song Be
prison where both had been sent after being caught during an
earlier escape. They talked of nothing else.
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The refugees rigged a makeshift sail and prayed for rescue. It
did not come. Day after day they were passed by merchant
ships, some within hailing distance of their drifting boat. At
the sight of a ship they scrawled an SOS with toothpaste on a
piece of wood and held it up. At night they made bonfires out
of their clothes.

Once, when a Japanese freighter came within 100 yards
several refugees, maddened by hunger and thirst, jumped in
the water and swam towards it. The ship sailed on, leaving
them to drown.

On the fourteenth day a 22-year-old man died of thirst and his
body was committed to the sea. On the fifteenth day Vo Thi
Bach Yen’s four-year-old daughter died, one of seven small
children to perish that day. Her daughter was the focus of her
life, Yen recalled last week, wiping away tears.

“She did not say anything. She just stopped breathing,” Yen
said. “The next day I asked two passengers in the boat to help
me to put her little body into the sea.”

Yen was taking her daughter to California to join her husband,
a former captain in the defeated Saigon army, and her two
older children who have been there for more than a year.
Afterwards, Yen said she no longer cared what happened to
her. “I sat there without emotion and left everything to fate.”

During the next days, several people began drinking sea water
and their own urine, which hastened their deaths. Others
toppled into the sea, jumped overboard and swam away, or
clung to pieces of wood or oil drums, convinced by the
seagulls circling overhead that land was nearby.
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A few days later the refugees’ spirits rose when they spotted
the USS Dubuque. As the warship circled, four refugees
jumped from the boat and swam towards it. One died in the
endeavour and the others reached the ship only to be rebuffed
by the American sailors who leaned over the side to tell them
it was on a secret mission and they could not come aboard.
The sailors threw down three lifejackets and told the refugees
to swim back to their boat.

The Dubuque was in fact speeding towards the Persian Gulf
to escort the Vincennes, the American warship that a few
weeks later mistakenly shot down an Iranian civilian airliner,
killing all 290 people aboard. Balian has said that when they
encountered the boat his crew was under considerable stress
and emotions were high at the prospect of entering a war
zone.

It was in this tense atmosphere that he took the decision not to
embark the refugees. His crew had assured him, wrongly, that
the Vietnamese were in reasonably good shape and the boat
was seaworthy and under power. He therefore did not pick up
the refugees as he had twice done in ships before but sent
sailors in a launch to distribute food and water to the refugees.
Two hours later, the Dubuque sailed away leaving heartbreak
behind.

The survivors tell a different story. They say they told the
Americans many people had died already on the boat. The
Americans were in no doubt how desperate they were.

In fact, the body of one refugee who had just died, the father
of a 10-year-old boy who later watched his mother and
brother starve to death was thrown overboard in full view of
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the American ship. Hai claims sailors photographed the
corpse floating in the water.

“We will never let anyone on your boat die again,” Hai recalls
one Vietnamese-speaking American telling them. Hai said the
Americans gave them six cases of tinned meat, boxes of
apples, plastic containers of fresh water and a map with
directions to the Philippines. But although the refugees say
they explained to the sailor that the boat had broken down, no
one offered to repair their engine.

According to Balian, the refugees were supplied with 400lb of
food and 50 gallons of water. Tragically he believes they
misunderstood a Dubuque sailor who, they say, promised
them a rescue ship would come in a couple of days.

Convinced that help was imminent, they squandered the food.
In fact, the refugees drifted for 18 more days. What the
Americans did not know, because nobody had dared to tell
them, was that for the past two weeks the drifting boat had
been terrorised by one of the refugees, named Phung Quang
Minh.

Exactly how Minh, a 32-year-old ex-corporal in the South
Vietnamese air force, was able to establish his leadership is
unclear. But about a week into the journey, as panic began to
set in and food ran out, he surrounded himself with a group of
followers, mostly teenagers, who carried out his orders in
return for extra food and water seized from the weaker
passengers.

As the vessel took in water he organised bailing teams. Even
the boat’s captain deferred to his authority. One dawn, the
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captain jumped overboard with his daughter and three
relatives and vanished.

If Minh’s initial intention in taking command was to stop the
refugees becoming a panic-stricken rabble that would hasten
all their deaths, his later actions were incredibly cruel and
selfish.

He beat Yen about the head with a shoe to stop her giving
water to dying children, confiscated the American food, and
began, 12 days after the encounter with the Dubuque, to
murder his companions.

He claims the decision to kill was reached by consensus. But
the truth is that by this stage the boat people were too weak to
resist Minh’s gang, which had a knife and sticks. “It was
horrible, but we did not have the strength to stop him,” said
Yen.

Hai recalls that two days before Cuong was forcibly drowned,
his friend was so driven by hunger that he gave Minh a gold
ring in exchange for an apple. Refugees were dying at the rate
of one or two a day. But Minh and his gang preferred to kill
for their food rather than feast on the corpses of those who
died.

Minh’s gang murdered and ate a total of four refugees. The
last victim, who was only 11, was killed the day before they
were rescued by Filipino fishermen. The boy was still strong
and understood what was happening. “I don’t want to die,” he
screamed and hid in the cabin.

Minh says in a statement that he dragged him out and handed
him over to his men who took three minutes to drown him in
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the sea. As they had done with the previous victims, they cut
off the head, dismembered the body, and distributed the
cooked flesh.

Nearly everyone agrees that these killings are not a normal
case of murder. Since they detained Minh, the Philippine
authorities have been consulting some of their best legal
brains about whether they should prosecute. Lawyers argue
that desperate circumstances raise complex legal questions
which are compounded by the refugee status of the
Vietnamese and the fact that the deaths occurred at sea.

If the case comes to court, Minh’s lawyers are likely to plead
a defence of necessity, arguing that the refugees had lost all
semblance of sanity and were driven to kill by desperation.

But the case is far from clear cut. At the end of the last
century two shipwrecked mariners, Dudley and Stephens, cast
adrift in an open boat 1,600 miles from land, killed and ate a
17-year-old boy to save their own lives. In a judgment which
could serve as a precedent, a British judge ruled that
self-preservation was not a justification and convicted the
men of murder.

Whatever the legal outcome here, the seven members of the
Minh group face an uncertain future. “They are branded. It is
clear that they are very hard to present to any resettlement
country,” said a refugee worker. It is thought that two
solutions present themselves. One is an indefinite stay in the
Philippines. The other is return, albeit involuntary, to
Vietnam.
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In the meantime, the seven are under the protection of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees while the
Philippine investigation continues. The survivors and the rest
of the Vietnamese community here cannot forgive. “What
Minh did was wrong,” said Hai.

There have been other reports of cannibalism at sea by
Vietnamese boat people who ate their dead companions to
survive. But never before, as far as anyone knows, have
refugees killed for food to stay alive.

At about the same time as the Bolinao group arrived, another
boat reached the Philippines with equal loss of life through
hunger and thirst. But as other Vietnamese point out, there
was no murder or cannibalism on that boat although the
refugees who staggered ashore are said to have looked like
people liberated from a concentration camp”

Bolinao 52 – a film about one of the 52 survivors of a boat
drifted in the sea for 37 days and 58 people died went back to
Philippines to retell her story of cannibalism.

4. Koh kra – Hell on earth .
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“Koh Kra is a deserted island in the gulf of Siam 80
kilometres from Nakhon Si Thammarat, 55 kilometers from
the coastal town of Pak Panang.

Koh Kra is an uninhabited island of three and half square
miles of rock and jungle, off the coast of southern Thailand.
Thai fishermen used the island as a prison to hold Vietnamese
refugees.

Ko Kra, located about 54 km from the nearest shore, consists
of three islets: Ko Kra Yai, Ko Kra Klang and Ko Kra Lek, as
well as one small rocky outcrop, Hin Ko Kra. The whole area
surrounding these islets is a good diving spot owing to its
relative remoteness.

Until spring of 1981, Thai fishermen hunted refugee women
on that island. According to UNHCR, one female refugee was
severely burned when southern Thai fishermen, attempting to
flush her out, set fire to the hillside where she was hiding.
Another cowered for days in a cave, waist deep in water, until
crabs had torn the skin and much of the flesh away from her
legs.

By Oct 1980, 160 refugees are known to have died on that
island alone. The total no doubt was far higher before a detail
of six or eight marines was stationed on the island in the
spring of 1981 and halted the carnage.”
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The engraving on the plaque reads:

“In honor of the thousands of Vietnamese refugees who were
marooned, abused, tortured, and even murdered here on Koh
Kra island. May their suffering never be forgotten. With
heartfelt thanks to Mr. Ted Schweitzer, who was instrumental
in saving thousands of marooned refugees.”

Ted Schweitzer was an UNHCR field officer as described in
the book “Human Trafficking Anthology: Four Shocking
Stories of Human Trafficking by Reagan Martin and Tim
Huddleston”.

“In the 1970’s he had taken a job as a librarian at the
international school in Bangkok, Thailand, and immediately
fell in love with the land of Southeast Asia. He was fluent in
both Thai, and French, and had married a stunning, dark
haired Thai girl.

When his school contract ended, he had no desire to return the
states and so took a position as a “media consultant” at the
American Air Force Base in Udorn, northeast Thailand. His

25

https://books.google.com.au/books?id=wkrGBgAAQBAJ&pg=PT84&lpg=PT86&ots=lUeLbi_vFw&focus=viewport&dq=koh+kra+refugee&output=html_text/


job was for the defense department at the Ramasun Station,
where he oversaw the highly sensitive secret archives.

While there, he was sent to Cambodia, just before the capital
fell to the Khmer Rouge, where his assignment was to help
salvage documents and equipment from the American military
mission during the Vietnam War. It was during this time that
Schweitzer realized he was in his element doing this type of
work. He functioned well under pressure, and confusing
situations only made his adrenaline pump faster. He quickly
became skilled at using computerized systems, long before the
‘world wide web’ became a household word.

Between these skills, and his fluency in the Thai language, it
was no surprise that in 1979 he was hired by the UNHCR as a
field officer at the regional office in Bangkok. But Schweitzer
was not one to sit behind a desk, and having seen the plight of
the Vietnamese people while in Cambodia, he begged to be
given a position in the ‘field’.

“I’m a field officer.” He told his boss at UNHCR. “I don’t
want to shuffle paper, I want to help refugees. Send me to the
field.”

Granting his wishes, the UNHCR assigned him to the port in
Songkla, Thailand, where he lived in a comfortable house
along the shore. But any relationship Schweitzer may have
forged with Thai officials quickly deteriorated after he was
approached by a woman who showed him a letter she had
received from her Vietnamese daughter. The woman had not
known what had become of the girl until the teen had
somehow smuggled the letter to her mother, revealing that
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she, along with 16 other refugees, were being held in a brothel
in Songkla.

Schweitzer went in and rescued the 17 Vietnamese girls, who
had been kidnapped and forced into prostitution, and in doing
so had brought upon himself the wrath of Thai police. The
brothel, it soon became known, was owned in part by a Thai
police officer.

Schweitzer had only been working for the UNHCR for a short
time when the pilot of the helicopter called him about the
mass of people spotted on Koh Kra Island. When the pilot
refused to land, and they returned from their trip, Schweitzer
immediately secured a Thai Marine Police patrol to sail him
back to Koh Kra.

Reaching the shores of the little island, which was barely
three and a half miles square, was difficult. Surrounded by a
reef of white coral, which made beaching any watercraft
virtually impossible, the boat would need to anchor off shore
and use motorized rubber rafts and dinghy’s, to reach land.

The pirate ships had since departed, and once Schweitzer and
the men came ashore, they found 157 Vietnamese refugees,
many hysterical, and in need of medical attention. Schweitzer
did what he could to get the group stable, and then the men
began the arduous task of bringing them back to the mainland.

Schweitzer would take the survivors to a refugee camp in
Songkla, which was originally built in 1976 to house the
inpouring of refugees entering the country. At that time the
camp was small, and quickly ran out of room. So in 1978
construction for a bigger camp was begun, and was still a
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work in progress now. But by 1980 Songkhla Camp would
contain 32 wooden barracks and house 6,000 refugees.

The camp was a lot like a prison, surrounded by a barbed wire
fence, and patrolled daily by a company provided from the
Thai army. It may not have seemed like the most
accommodating of conditions, but compared to the fate of
those refugees who fell into the hands of pirates, it could have
been the Beverly Hills Hilton.

There were three wells on the property to provide fresh water
for drinking and cooking, but no place to gather wood for the
fires. UNHCR provided a monthly limit of charcoal, but it
never seemed to be enough, and the refugees were forced to
try and find other fuel to cook their food.

This, of course, aroused the greed in others to quickly rear its
ugly head. The men who patrolled the camp encouraged their
friends to open small markets outside the enclosure, and sell
firewood and other goods for astronomical prices. Most of the
refugees had no money, nor anyone on the outside to help
them with income. For these people, charity would be their
only means of survival.

Still, it was better than what happened to those who fell prey
to the pirates, as Ted Schweitzer was learning, while listening
to those he had just rescued from Koh Kra Island. The story
they would tell was so horrific and brutal that it would stay
with him for the rest of his life.”

More about Ted Schweitzer’s dangerous missions, altruistic
efforts and brave actions to rescue Vietnamese refugees and
was banned by the Thai government for his trouble. Some of
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Schweitzer’s heroics are difficult to document because those
who witnessed them were either pirates or refugees who have
since disappeared into the anonymity of new lives in far away
place. But interviews with people who worked with
Schweitzer or were helped by him revealed nothing that
contradicts the assessment of Nguyen Huu Xuong, director of
the Boat People SOS Committee in San Diego: “He’s a
fantastic man.”

“He’s a great man,” said Nhat Tien, one of the most revered
novelists in the Vietnamese language. “He rescued a lot of
people.”.

“Most of the rescue operations were led by the UNHCR’s
field officer, Theodore Schweitzer, sometimes with the
assistance of the Thai police. Schweitzer first arrived in Koh
Kra in mid 1979, and he then found evidence everywhere of
earlier attacks against the refugees.

Between the last month of 1979 and the first months of 1982,
Schweitzer made at least two dozen trips to Koh Kra saving
1250 refugees. In 1983, he founded the private humanitarian
organisation South East Asia Rescue Foundation to assist the
Indochinese refugees

Schweitzer also believes that the attacks were perpetrated by
opportunistic fishermen rather than of organized criminals.

For Schweitzer, that trip to Ko Kra was the first of dozens. He
dove from a rented fishing boat that couldn’t beach because of
high seas and swam alone to the island to rescue dozens of
women whose screams he could no longer bear to hear.
Dressed only in his shorts he tried to scared 50 sea toughened
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pirates into running away by warning them that they were
about to be arrested. The pirates beat him so ferociously that
they broke a rib and a collar bone and so severely injured a
kidney that he still requires medical treatment.

That was one of two serious beatings he received, Schweitzer
said; he was threatened more times than he can recall. He
even heard that a contract had been put out on his life by the
relatives of some the seven Thai pirates he captured – which
was seven more than the Thai navy arrested during the same
period.”

5.Ted Schweitzer’s photos of the refugees rescued at Koh kra .
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6. Stories of refugees attacked and taken to Koh kra .
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“In a shaking voice, Nhat Tien, and the other refugees among
the 157 just rescued revealed for Ted Schweitzer what had
happened to them on their perilous journey from Vietnam to
the desolate island of Koh Kra.

Pirates had attacked their boat just offshore, and had thrown
most of them overboard into the sea. Those who could
manage swam to shore, but seventeen of them couldn’t make
it and drowned trying.

When dawn broke those survivors huddled on the beach were
met by the other Vietnamese who were already on the island.
These fellow refugees told them that often pirates would tow
entire boatloads of refugees to Koh Kra, where they would
systematically rob them of any valuables and rape their
women.

Nhat Tien and the others, although having heard horrific tales
of what pirates did to the boat people from their country, were
confused. The pirates who had attacked their boat had not
followed them onto the island. But this fact alone was not
enough for them to let their guard down. They would just
have to wait and see what happened.

As the days passed and no pirates showed up, Nhat Tien and
the others waited for help. They had virtually no food, very
little water, and no means to leave the island, as their boat had
been lost after the attack. Their hope was dwindling fast, and
they prayed daily that a ship would come to rescue them.
After a few days, a ship did stop by. But it was a ship loaded
with pirates, and all too soon the refugees realized the only
rescue they might offer was death.
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As the pirates came ashore, they surveyed the women,
grabbing any that caught their fancy, and throwing them to the
ground. Then, stripping off her clothes, they would brutally
rape her right in front of her husband, children, parents and all
the others. The pirates took turns, each man having sex with
as many women as he wanted, as the girls cried and pleaded
for help. One girl would tell Schweitzer that she was raped
‘hundreds’ of times in little more than a 24-hour period.

Many of the refugee men, sickened by the sight of their
women being brutalized, tried to intervene and were clubbed
and beaten for their effort. One man, however, refused to be
intimidated, and he bravely demanded that the pirates leave
the women alone.

At first, the pirates were amused, laughing at the man and
shoving him out of the way. But after a while, tired of the
game, one of the pirates took an ax from his belt and swung it
at the man, hitting him across the face. The refugee went
down, and a second blow to the back of his head opened a
wound several inches wide that sprayed blood and brain
matter in a wide arc.

Those refugees who watched the murder began to scream in
terror, but the pirates only laughed and continued to ravish the
girls. They seemed oblivious to the dead man lying there, and
the others who pleaded for mercy.

Every day, more pirate ships arrived, bringing different men
to rape and ravish the women. Schweitzer would later learn
that when women prisoners were on Koh Kra, word spread
quickly among the pirates in the region, and hundreds of them
would rush to the island to sample the new merchandise.
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Incredibly, on one single day, 50 ships had arrived to brutalize
the girls, some of whom were literally raped to death.

On another day, the pirates lined up the refugees and
examined each of their mouths. Taking one from the line, five
pirates forced the man to the ground and held him down.
Then, using a knife, one of them cut and pried the gold-filled
teeth from the refugee’s mouth.

After the first series of rapes, many of the women had
scattered about the island, trying to find shrubbery and caves
to hide in. Pirates would search, finding many, but at other
times, they would simply torture the male refugees until they
told them where they were hiding, or until the man’s pitiful
screams brought the women out on their own.

Schweitzer himself had come upon one of these hidden girls
while he was on the island, and when he found her, her
condition reduced him to tears.

The girl was young, barely in her teens, and for the past
eighteen days she had been hiding in a rocky sea cave, trying
to avoid the pirates. But the cave had not been a kind
sanctuary for her. She had been forced to stand in waist deep
water, and when Schweitzer finally pulled her from the cave,
the girl could no longer walk. Her legs were little more than
exposed bone, having been feasted on by sea crabs, and the
caustic salt water had done the rest. The poor girls flesh was
virtually rotted away.

Schweitzer was shocked and appalled by what he was
hearing, although he later wondered why. He had seen the
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lighthouse himself, but until now, the words on it had not hit
home.

On Koh Kra, there was an abandoned lighthouse that sat atop
a concrete base. On the base were written these words:

KO KRA ISLAND – ISLAND OF THE DEVIL

The women and girls must hide.

You must not let the Thai pirates see them.

If they do they will be raped.

The sign was only of help to refugees washed ashore or
shipwrecked nearby. But for those brought to the island by
pirates it did little good. There was simply no chance for
anyone to hide at those times.

To Ted Schweitzer, Koh Kra appeared to be little more than a
personal playground for area pirates. With anger mounting
and his heart breaking, Schweitzer knew he would have to do
anything in his power to help these people. And it didn’t
matter how many missions to the island it took.”

Writer Nhat Tien also reported of other stories in his book that
can be downloaded here.

“Story from the book “Pirates_in_the_gulf_of_Siam by Tien
Phuc Thuy”

Here are barebones summaries of a few pirate encounters:

First incident: 87 People killed. Witness Ms Nguyen Thi
Phuong. Boat number #SS0640 IA, carrying 107 people, left
Rach Gia on Dec 1, 1979. On the third day, they encountered
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pirates. The refugee boat was so crowded, pirates moved 27
people to the pirate boat, creating space to search and rob all
the refugees. Pirates then towed the refugee boat at full speed
in a circle, causing the refugee boat to sink. The eighty souls
aboard drowned. Pirates took the 27 survivors to Koh Kra; as
they approached the island they shoved the men overboard,
forcing them to attempt to swim ashore. Seven of the men
drowned. On the 8th day at Koh Kra island, Mr Schweitzer
(UNHCR) came to take the refugees to the mainland. During
the 8 days on the island, the refugees were tortured and
questioned repeatedly, as several pirate gangs landed each
day. The women tried to hide in the jungle or on the mountain,
but they were unable to elude the pirates.

Second Incident: 70 People killed. Witness Vu Zuy Thai.
Boat number VNKG 0980, carrying 120 people, left Rach Gia
on Dec 29, 1979. On Dec 31 a pirate boat, orange-red in color
with number 128 on the bow, rammed the refugee boat,
cracking it. The pirates disabled the refugees’ engine and
enlarged the crack, so water poured in. After robbing the
refugees the pirates left, taking the pretty girls with them.
About 50 people hung on to the pirate boat when their boat
started sinking. The pirates left the survivors on Koh Kra. On
the night of Jan 1, 1980 A Thai navy boat number (# 18) came
to Koh Kra. The navy men forced all the refugees to strip and
stand naked. After observing the naked refugees, the navy
men left. On Jan 2 another navy boat, #17, visited the island.
They forced the female refugees to publicly strip and stand
naked, then searched them before returning to their boat. Navy
boat #17 remained nearby until January 4, when they left.
While the navy boat was present, the pirates were nowhere to
be seen. As soon as the navy boat left, 4 pirate boats came to
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island, but there was nothing left to take. They took turns
raping the women in public, among the victims’ friends and
families. Five girls were gang raped: KH 15 years old, BT 17,
AH 12, HY 11 and MT 15. On the 5th day, Mr Schweitzer
arrived with police boat and rescued the suffering refugees.

Third incident: Pirates sold girls into prostitution. Witness
Miss Nguyen Thi Anh Tuyet, 17. An unmarked junk 10 m
long and carrying 78 people left Nha Trang on Dec 8, 1979.
After 3 days at sea, they ran out of fuel and food and their boat
drifted for 10 days on the high seas. Twelve children died. On
Dec 21 they met 2 pirate boats. The pirates forced all the
refugees onto their ship. A pregnant woman was beaten to
death because she was unable to stand. Pirates searched the
refugees and their boat thoroughly, even prying up planks
where they thought likely hiding places for valuables might
be. The refugees were abused, and the survivors left on Koh
Kra. The next day 2 more pirate boats came to rob abuse the
surviving refugees. This time, the three prettiest girls were
taken away. Miss Anh Tuyet and My Kieu were put aboard a
boat skippered by a pirate named Samsac. Miss Lan went on
the other boat, and no one knows what has become of her.
Samsac took Tuyet and Kieu to Songkhla, and kept them in a
hotel. Tuyet was held under guard by a man named Biec,
while Kieu was kept in another room with Samsac. According
to Miss Tuyet’s account, she screamed when Biec tried to rape
her. This disturbed people staying in adjacent rooms (mostly
Westerners), who came to rescue her. Biec fled. Samsac fled
with My Kieu in the midst of the chaos, and took her to
another hotel in Hat Yai. Miss Tuyet led police to the dock
where Samsac’s boat was still moored. Eventually the crew
was arrested, including Samsac himself. They confessed that
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they had intended to sell the girls in the red light district of
town.”

Image credit

by AFP
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Living with the enemy’s related
information

TYCOON LE HONG THUY TIEN OUTSIDE HER
HIGH-SECURITY RIVERSIDE VILLA IN HO CHI
MINH CITY, VIETNAM. THE COAT OF ARMS ON
THE GATES APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN
MODELLED ON THAT OF THE BRITISH ROYAL
FAMILY.

1.Overseas scholarships grant in Vietnam.

Mark A. Ashwill – an international educator in Vietnam talks
about education corruption relating to granting overseas
scholarships in Vietnam. (Link to Mark A. Ashwill post on
15/10/2012)
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“So how do institutions determine financial need in a country
like Vietnam? It’s not easy. Unlike the US, which has many
official papter trails that give schools a pretty accurate
indication of a family’s ability to pay, “paper” and actual
income and wealth in a country at Vietnam’s stage of
development are usually two very different things. Like other
countries, everyone wants a scholarship, including the sons
and daughters of the nation’s über rich. (To put this in
context, when I say “über rich,” I’m referring, for example, to
people who own cars that are worth as much as or more than
your home.) Scholarships are prestigious, confer bragging
rights and, of course, save money along the way. What’s not
to like?

Here’s an example that proves my point that schools need
help distinguishing between actual and faux need. A young
Vietnamese woman received a very generous (merit- and
need-based) scholarship from a well-known and highly
selective East Coast liberals arts college. Once she arrived on
campus, other Vietnamese students knew immediately that the
school had been had. She was in fact the daughter of a man

41



who worked in ministry X, whose paper salary was quite low
(in the hundreds per month), but whose family was, in reality,
very wealthy. If the college in question had worked with a
reliable and trustworthy partner on the ground, it could have
determined in short order that the family had no need for a
scholarship of that magnitude.”

Read about the fraud to grant Vietnamese students study visas
to the US (Link to Mark Ashwill site under “corruption” tag,
page 2).

2.Education corruption in Vietnam.

You can read on page 4/11 of this downloaded file
(“VIETNAMESE HIGHER EDUCATION: CRISIS AND
RESPONSE” by Thomas J. Vallely and Ben Wilkinson of
Havard Kenedy School, published in 11/2008) about buying
titles and degrees in Vietnam.

“Merit-based selection: Corruption is rife and it is well
known that degrees and titles can be purchased. University
personnel systems are opaque and promotion is too often
based on non-scholastic criteria such as seniority, family and
political background, and personal connections. Faculties
and the upper levels of administration tend to be dominated
by individuals trained in the Soviet Union or Eastern Europe
who cannot speak English and, in not a few cases, are hostile
to younger, western educated colleagues.”

3.The trend of overseas studying in Vietnam (Link to World
Education News and Reviews “Trends in Vietnamese
Academic Mobility” by Paul Schulmann, published on
3/6/2014).
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“Last month’s WENR feature article, Higher Education in
Vietnam, described how the low quality of Vietnamese higher
education combined with increasing disposable income has
led to an increasing number of Vietnamese seeking
educational opportunities abroad. However, the challenges
for Vietnamese are formidable, as per capita GDP was only
US$1,755 in 2012, less than one-third that of China. Despite
this, the number of Vietnamese students studying abroad at
the tertiary level has increased significantly to 53,802 in
2012*, up from 23,334 in 2006 according to UNESCO’s
Institute for Statistics.”

4.Vietnam in top 10 list of countries sending students abroad.

This figure came from a WENR research paper (Link to
World Education News and Reviews “Beyond More of the
Same: The Top Four Emerging Markets for International
Student Recruitment” by Rahul Choudaha, published on
1/10/2012) .
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The below article appears in the online communist Youth
newspaper in Saigon (Link to Thanh Nien News “Vietnam in
top 10 list of countries sending students abroad” published on
22/10/2012).

With a GDP per capita of $1,800 USD,

“Vietnam sent the world’s eighth largest number of students
abroad last year, Nguoi Lao Dong newspaper has said citing
a report from an international relocation and immigration
consultancy.

Australia was the top destination for foreign students as of
2009 when figures are last quoted, with 21 percent of
international students enrolling there.

The UK, US, and Canada followed in that order.

In Australia, Vietnamese students made up the fourth largest
group.

More than 100,000 Vietnamese study in 49 countries and
territories around the world, double the figure from a decade
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ago, the Department of International Education Development
said earlier this year.

Only around 10 percent of them are funded with scholarships,
it said.

It attributed the growing trend of studying abroad to the
generally accepted problems with local education, like
corruption.”

Figures appear in a WENR report. (Link to World Education
News and Reviews “Higher Education in Vietnam” by Nick
Clark, published on 5/5/2014)
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5. Inequality in a communist Vietnam and the existence of
capitalism after it was driven out in 1975 , yet as never before
in Vietnam, the gap is much widen between the rich and the
poor. News on the web site of the Vietnamese government.
(Link to National Times “Vietnam’ ‘Super-rich’ Has
Increased Fourfold in Ten Years” by Quynh Anh, published
on 10/7/2014)

“The ‘super-rich’ are individuals defined as having assets of
US $30 million, approximately 630 billion dong, according to
World Bank report released Tuesday .

The report revealed that Vietnam was estimated to have 110
super-rich in 2013. It means that one out of 1 million
Vietnamese is super-rich. And the ‘super-rich’ are individuals
defined as having assets of US $30 million, approximately
630 billion dong”

6. HOW THE SUPER RICH BECOME SO RICH….. (Link
to Business Times “Super-Rich An Elite Minority As Gap
Between Rich And Poor Widens” published on 18/7/2014)

“The high number of super-rich people in an underdeveloped
economy is not something Vietnam should take pride in. It is
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“abnormal” that people should be getting rich in a stagnant
economy.”

“However, both Lan and Binh have noted that unlike the
billionaires in the world, many of the Vietnamese super-rich
follow “uncommon” ways to get rich.

Lan noted that the majority of the rich listed in the annual top
100 stock millionaires report are real estate developers, who
got rich because they seized opportunities or exploited the
problems of the real estate market, which lacks transparency.

Meanwhile, Vietnam does not have industry or technology
tycoons, the ones who get rich through their brainpower.”

“The World Bank’s report pointed out that there is one
Vietnamese rich person for every one million Vietnamese,
and that inequality exists between the rich and the majority of
Vietnamese in accessing opportunities.”

“Dr. Binh noted many of the super-rich people got rich by
taking full advantage of their power as high-ranking officials
of ministries and state agencies, or making corrupt use of an
unreasonable management mechanism.

Many others got rich thanks to their privileges to access
confidential information, which helped them make reasonable
investment decisions.

“I believe that there are not many people getting rich with
their intelligence,” Binh said.

He went on to say that many people become poorer in order
for one person to get richer. For example, a person who
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knows in advance about new land programming will surely
have advantages over others when making decisions on
whether to buy or sell a land plot.

Lan said that most of the rich real estate developers have
“special relations” with the local authorities and high ranking
officials. The “special relations” allow them to access
confidential information which determines the success of their
investment deals.”

7. WHY THE VIETNAMESE BUY A JET? (Link to Forbes
“Condo Boss” by Lan Anh Nguyen, published on 20/11/2009)
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He came from the North of Vietnam – the centre of political
power.

“Doan Nguyen Duc makes news in Vietnam, and it’s not
always favorable. He’s scored big money, first off the timber
trade, amid speculation regarding illegal deforestation of the
Central Highlands (charges Duc denies). He plunked down
part of his winnings to bring Thailand’s number-one striker to
the Vietnamese football league. That gesture won more fans
than his 2008 purchase of a private airplane– the country’s
first–during a nasty economic period for almost everyone
else.

Now, flush anew following a massive rollout of Ho Chi Minh
City condominiums from an advantageous property buy, he is
looking to neighboring Laos and beyond to compound his
fortune yet again.

What is driving the man known ever more widely as Bau (Big
Boss) Duc? “To be on the top,” he says, which means being a
billionaire, a goal he is more than halfway to reaching. But
that compulsion, it is clear, is more than a grasp for riches.
For Duc– the given name now functions as his
surname–attaining such a first for his nation would validate a
people still often relegated to second-class status in too many
eyes.

Duc is now able to fly throughout the region in his own jet
(for longer trips he flies first-class commercial). He lives in
five-star hotels, even in the former Saigon. (His wife and
three children are permanent residents of Singapore–for
schooling reasons, he says.) He is welcomed abroad, by
owners of London’s Arsenal football club, where his
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corporate ads appear alongside the pitch, as well as by high
Laotian officials. But he cannot forget his first overseas
travels more than a decade ago, when he felt humiliated
because Vietnamese were often perceived as poor people and
looked down upon. It was so bad, he says, “even the national
carrier’s flight attendants didn’t respect their own fellow
citizens.”

“Five years ago nobody in Vietnam thought about buying an
airplane,” he says. “I bought an airplane to prove that I can.
Now I want to become a billionaire, because I totally believe
that I can do that, and I want to prove that.”

8.Story of 1st VIETNAMESE BILLIONAIRE – REAL
ESTATE DEVELOPER – coming from the North – the source
of political power in communist Vietnam, worths $1.65 billion
as at 9th of March 2015. (Link to Forbes “Vietnam’s First
Billionaire And The Triumph Of Capitalism” by Michael
Noer, published on 3/4/2013)

9.STORY OF 3 RICH WOMEN COMING FROM NORTH
VIETNAM – The Centre of Communist Power.

50

http://www.forbes.com/sites/michaelnoer/2013/03/04/vietnams-first-billionaire-and-the-triumph-of-capitalism/
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/mar/24/war-babies-billionaires-vietnam-women
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/mar/24/war-babies-billionaires-vietnam-women


10.Daughter of General Tran Van Tra, the commander who
led the communist forces during their final assault on Saigon
is married to Nguyen Thanh Hoang, a Viet kieu, or overseas
Vietnamese, WHO LIVES IN AUSTRALIA, the general
manager of a hotel in Saigon now which used to be the
dwelling of an American journalist and his Vietnamese wife
before the Saigon Fall. The nexus seems familiar: Vietnamese
generals and profitable real estate.

The Time’s journalist wrote about his old eight-story
apartment building was transformed into a luxury hotel – the
Norfolk Hotel at 117 Le Thanh Ton.
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11.CURRENT Vietnamese Vice Prime Minister bought on
3/6/2005 at $790,000 USD (in 2014 estimated to worth over 1
million) a house at 636 South Halliday street, Anaheim, CA
92804. The second house is at 7556 East Calle Durango
Street, Anaheim, CA 92808 was bought on 18/10/2010 at
$575,000 USD. Below is the driver licence of his son who
came to study in California. See more pictures on this blog site
which was created by supporters of the CURRENT
Vietnamese Prime Minister to uncover hidden treasures built
from corruptioN among the Prime Minister’s Party rivals.
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12.CURRENT Vietnamese National Assembly Chairman
Nguyen Sinh Hung’s sister (picture attached) MIGRATED
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TO AUSTRALIA after stealing millions – this blog site which
created by supporters of the CURRENT Vietnamese Prime
Minister is uncovering hidden treasures built from corruption
among the Prime Minister’s Party rivals.

13.Miss Cao Thi Nhip led the first North Vietnamese
Communist tank into the South Vietnam Presidential Palace in
Saigon at the end of the Vietnam war. She later appeared in
the film about her “Miss Nhip” produced in 1976 with the
driver of the tank – Lieutenant Nguyen Ngoc Chan. In the film
she was given the stage name Nguyen Trung Kien – meaning
Nguyen Loyal.

Now she lives in Garden Grove , California and told friends
that she “has forgotten the memories of 30/4!”.

How did she come to America? Spinning a web of lies that
she was a political refugee like the terrorist Haron Monis? Or
came as a foreign student? Married a Vietnamese Communist
living in America? Married an American?.
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Image credit

by Barbara Müller-Walter .
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A family at last’s related
information

The Humanitarian Operation (HO) Program began in 1989
with an official agreement between the United States and
Vietnam in regard to Vietnam’s political prisoners. After
1975, the newly instated regime sent one million Vietnamese
military officials from former South Vietnam to re-education
camps, in actuality forced labor locations. In 1983, the United
States began negotiations for release of these political
prisoners. The Vietnamese government agreed to their release
if the United States government allowed them to immigrate to
the United States. The in-country processing program started
in 1989 and former political prisoners began to arrive in 1991.

Vietnamese refugees in the United States. (Link to page 90 of
The State of the World’s Refugees, 2000: Fifty Years of
Humanitarian Action by Mark Cutts, Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, published in 2000)
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“Orderly Departure Programme, established in 1979, made it
possible for Vietnamese to migrate directly from Viet Nam to
the United States. Initially intended to benefit relatives of
Vietnamese refugees already in the United States and South
Vietnamese who had ties to the US government, the US
government later extended the Orderly Departure Programme
to Amerasians (Vietnamese children of US servicemen), and
former political prisoners and re-education camp detainees.
Between 1979 and 1999, more than 500,000 Vietnamese
entered the United States under this program.”

The Humanitarian Operation (HO) (Link to archival site of
Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners Association)

“On April 30, 1975 Saigon fell to the Army of North Vietnam.
That spring, 125,000 Vietnamese fled the country. From 1978
to the mid-1980s, approximately two million Vietnamese fled
the country by boat, which was highly dangerous and illegal.
Refugees faced dangers from overcrowded boats, pirates, and
the perils of Mother Nature. Alarmed by the high death toll, in
1979 the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) proposed the Orderly Departure Program (ODP)
which received the support and cooperation of the U.S. State
Department and other diplomatic offices around the world.
The next year the United Nations established an Orderly
Departure Program office in Bangkok, Thailand to facilitate
safe departures from Vietnam. In 1989, Robert Lloyd Funseth,
Senior Deputy Assistant Secretary of State and Acting
Director of the Bureau for Refugee Programs, negotiated with
the government of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam to allow
emigration of former reeducation camp prisoners to the
United States. For 15 years, the Orderly Departure Program
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helped over 500,000 Vietnamese refugees immigrate to the
U.S. before its closure in 1994. The ODP office in Bangkok
closed in 1999, and the remaining open cases were given to
the Refugee Resettlement section at the U.S. Consulate in Ho
Chi Minh City, Vietnam. From 1981-2000, 531,310
Vietnamese political refugees entered the U.S. In November
2005, the United States and Vietnam signed an agreement
allowing the emigration of those unable to leave before the
closure of the ODP office in 1994.

Mrs. Khuc Minh Tho

President Ronald Reagan and
Mrs Khuc Minh Tho.
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After her life was tragically affected by the war in Vietnam,
Khuc Minh Tho dedicated herself to those hoping to start a
new life, as she did, in the United States. Born in 1939 in the
former Sa Dec province (now Dong Thap province) near
Saigon, Communist forces kidnapped Khuc’s father in 1968
and he was never seen again. In 1972 her step-mother was
also killed by communist forces. When she was 23 years old
and five months pregnant with her third child, Khuc’s
husband was killed by the Viet Cong as well. From 1961 to
1972, Khuc worked for the Department of Economic and
Social Affairs and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
Republic of Vietnam. From 1972 to 1975, she served as
Administrative Officer at the Vietnamese Embassy in Manila,
Philippines. After the fall of Saigon in 1975, her second
husband, Nguyen Van Be, a colonel in the Army of the
Republic of Vietnam was sent to a reeducation camp, where
he would spend the next 13 years. In 1975, with her husband
still incarcerated, Khuc immigrated to the U.S. She worked in
a variety of social service positions in the suburban
Washington, D.C. area, including the Foundation Senior
Citizen Association, and the government of Arlington County,
Virginia. She was the first Vietnamese American to work in
the Arlington County Department of Human Services,
Division of Mental Health, Mental Retardation and Substance
Abuse Services.

In 1977, to win the release of her husband and other
Vietnamese political prisoners, Khuc co-founded the Families
of Vietnamese Political Prisoners Association (FVPPA) in
Arlington, Virginia, along with Trinh Ngoc Dung and other
spouses, children, relatives, and friends of Vietnamese
political prisoners. Khuc not only co-founded but also served

59



as president of the FVPPA. Up to 20 volunteers met at Khuc’s
house each night after putting a full day’s work at their day
jobs and worked for the release of Vietnamese political
prisoners and for their immigration to the U.S. through the
ODP. They petitioned Congress and lobbied the State
Department on behalf of Vietnamese political prisoners. In
1984 the FVPPA was officially incorporated by the
Commonwealth of Virginia State Corporation Commission.

The FVPPA’s stated purpose was to “promote the reunion of
political prisoners with their families in the United States and
elsewhere in the free world.” The group also called for public
awareness to the plight of political prisoners. The FVPPA
worked with the American government, international
humanitarian organizations, and other volunteer agencies to
achieve its goals of family reunification and humane
treatment of prisoners.

In its work on behalf of political prisoners and refugees, the
FVPPA undertook a variety of activities. Their public
awareness program sought to collect and disseminate
pertinent information on the needs of Vietnamese political
prisoners and their families. An outreach program sought to
establish a case file for every prisoner and his or her
immediate family to assist eligible persons with their
immigration from Vietnam to the United States or other
countries. The FVPPA also acted as an information center for
recent immigrants, and provided resettlement information and
assistance as well as aiding in family reunification. They
maintained correspondence and held meetings with several
politicians, government agencies and officials, and human
rights organizations.
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Khuc Minh Tho described her role and the goals of the
organization by stating: “As president of the association, my
principal role is to represent the rights of the political
prisoners and their families and appeal to the executive and
legislative branches of the United States government, and to
all governments of other free countries, to intervene with
Vietnamese authorities with respect to their rights. I also
advocate for the prompt release of political prisoners from the
reeducation camps in Vietnam and assist them in reuniting
with their families and loved ones in the United States or in
other countries.” Through her dedication and leadership, the
FVPPA achieved many of these stated goals and had a lasting
impact on the Vietnamese American community in the United
States.

In July 1989, the United States and Vietnam signed an
agreement allowing former reeducation camp prisoners and
their families to resettle in the U.S. Funded by a grant from
Amnesty International, the organization developed a list of the
100 longest-held Vietnamese political prisoners and worked
for their release. Their lobbying efforts also led to the passage
of the McCain Amendment (Section 595 H.R. 3540) in 1996,
which allowed former prisoners’ children over the age of 21
to immigrate to the U.S. Their efforts also led to the
elimination of the requirement that former Vietnamese
political prisoners have six months trade and English training
in Philippines before entering the U.S.

Robert Funseth credited Khuc Minh Tho with being “…the
guiding light behind the movement to free Vietnamese who
were held in communist reeducation camps…” Funseth felt so
strongly about Khuc’s efforts that he presented her with the
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ballpoint pen he used in Hanoi to sign the agreement between
the United States and Vietnam. In 2005 Khuc was a National
Alliance of Vietnamese American Service Agencies
(NAVASA) Honoree. Today she still works on behalf of
Vietnamese immigrants as an active member of the
Vietnamese American Heritage Foundation.

The contributions of the FVPPA were of great significance to
the Vietnamese American community and United States
history. By writing and petitioning U.S. government officials
and agencies along with those of other nations, fundraising,
and raising public awareness of the plight of Vietnamese
political prisoners, the FVPPA gave voice to thousands of
Vietnamese political prisoners, former U.S. allies and
employees, and their families who might otherwise have been
forgotten. By helping these Vietnamese refugees immigrate
and resettle in the U.S., the Families of Vietnamese Political
Prisoners Association became a vital key to the understanding
of the Vietnamese American immigration experience.”

Vietnamese American: The Best Outcome of Vietnam War by
Nguyen Y Duc, M.D., The Vietnamese American Heritage
Foundation, The 5th Triennial Vietnam Symposium at the
Viet Nam Center, Texas Tech University – March 17-20,
2005)

“One still can remember when Ms. Khuc Minh Tho, the
chairwoman of The Family Vietnamese Political Prisoners
Association (FVPPA) and other Vietnamese American
organizations asked the Vietnamese Communist Government
to free all political prisoners and let them settle in US, the
Vietnamese Communist Government loudly denied this
request and announced: “there were no political prisoners in
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Vietnam”. Through the contacts of family members of these
prisoners, FVPPA enlisted a number of prisons through out
Vietnam documenting political prisoners that were held in
these camps.

The International Red Cross visited these camps later and
confirmed that there are tens of thousands of political
prisoners in Vietnam. The Vietnamese Communist
Government since then has sit down to officially negotiation
the issue of political prisoners in Vietnam. This discussion
resulted in the Humanitarian Program introduced by
Resolution 205 to President Reagan by Senator Edward
Kennedy (Democrat), and Senator Robert Dole (Republican)
on January 5, 1987. There were more than 30 Congressmen
and Congresswomen of both parties, and former Deputy
Assistant Secretary of State, Mr. Robert Fun Seth that worked
as the principal negotiators to introduce Resolution 212 on
September 1987. The agreement was signed on July 30, 1989,
by both the US and Vietnamese Communist Government.
Solution 212 became the fundamental legal document to free
Vietnamese political prisoners and settle them and their
families to the US.”

Many of the 180,000 HO refugees who came to the United
States are survivors of torture and face different adjustment
difficulties than the previous groups. The agency, Boat People
S.O.S., in Arlington, Virginia, offers mental health screening,
recreational programs for child torture survivors, educational
information and legal services to the 10,000 people from the
HO Program in the DC area.

On average, the education level of HO arrivals is higher than
the previous wave because they had to complete high school
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to become officers in the South Vietnamese military.
However, the worsening U.S. economic situation mixed with
the process of overcoming the past has made it difficult for
HO people to immerse themselves in mainstream society.
Many have settled in subsidized housing in Mount Pleasant,
Washington, DC, Hyattsville, Maryland and Falls Church,
Virginia.

Download 7 pages of Vietnamese AMERICANS by Hien Duc
Do,published in 1999. (Link to The African American
experience site –
Multiculturalism in the United States – A Comparative Guide
to Acculturation and Ethnicity by John D. Buenker and
Lorman A. Ratner)

“There are also many others who arrived under the
Humanitarian Operation Program. The majority of these
individuals are older refugees who spent their adulthood as
soldiers or civil servants in the South Vietnamese army and
government. They would qualify under the Humanitarian
Operation Program if they were imprisoned in Socialist
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Republic of Vietnam reeducation or labor camps for a number
of years and can demonstrate this fact. All of these labor
camps were located in remote and undeveloped areas. As a
result of spending many years doing physical labor with
limited nourishment in unbearable conditions, many of the
people who came under this program were physically,
psychologically, and emotionally spent when they arrived in
the United States. They are a group within the Vietnamese
American community that has faced many problems in
adjusting to life in the United States.”

Image credit

by InSapphoWeTrust .
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The immigration tricks’ related
information

Daughter of the CURRENT Vietnamese Communist Prime
Minister is a US CITIZEN . Her wedding to a Vietnamese
refugee brought up in America.
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The person who brought McDonald into Vietnam in February
2014 is a son of former South Vietnam official whose family
escaped Vietnam on the last day of the Vietnam war and
settled in America. He is now married to the daughter of the
CURRENT Vietnamese Communist Prime Minister.

Mr Nguyen is the founder of travel and food group Good Day
Hospitality and managing general partner of investment firm
IDG Ventures Vietnam. (Read New York Daily News
9/2/2014 “McDonald’s opens first location in Vietnam “ )
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Daughter of the CURRENT Vietnamese Communist Prime
Minister – Nguyen Thanh Phuong – was Swiss-educated and
a senior executive at a Vietnamese fund-management firm,
Viet Capital, worth’s $150 million USD. Her husband –
Henry Nguyen Bao Hoang – is the heads of IDG Ventures
Vietnam.

IDG Ventures Vietnam is part of the IDG Ventures which
manages five local global funds of $700 million USD.
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Image credit

by Steven Depolo .
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The deserted neighbourhood’s
related information

The Huey Fong which carried over 3,300
passengers of ethnic Chinese in Hong Kong
harbour December 1978. (Picture taken fromhttp:/
/thewangpost.com/interview-don-lao-author-i-bec
ame-the-boat-people/)

In 1978, the Vietnamese Communists wanted to get rid of
ethnic Chinese who could become a Trojan horse inside
Vietnam as the war with China loomed large. They let the
ethnic Chinese leave Vietnam “officially” if they pay taels of
gold. In doing so, the Communists generated vast income of
billions of US dollars, put pressure on neighbouring countries
which then push pressure onto the West to accept refugees. It
was a tactic to force the West to come to negotiations with
them to give them aid to rebuild the country after the war. It
also played on the humanitarian concerns of the United States
and it is no secret that they wanted the US to normalise their
relationship with them.
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There were sinking of overloaded boats and ships. Besides big
number of small wooden boats leaving Vietnam with 150 –
600 passengers, there were big ships departed:

• Southern Cross – 1,252 passengers – September 1978 –
Indonesia (Bintan island)

Hai Hong – 2,504 passengers – November 1978 – Malaysia
(Port Klang)

Huey Phong – 3,318 passengers – December 1978 – Hong
Kong

Tung An – 2,300 passengers – January 1979 – Philippines
(Manila Bay)

Skyluck – 2,651 passengers – February 1979 – Hong Kong –
(left 600 passengers on Palawan island, Philippines)

==@@==

1.1. Story of Southern Cross with 1,252 ethnic Chinese
passengers.(The Indochina Refugee Crisis by Barry Wain on
Foreign Affairs, Fall 1979 issue)

“He disclosed that the Southern Cross was guided to a wharf
in Ho Chi Minh City by a Vietnamese pilot who boarded from
a launch. The ship was guarded by troops at the berth, loaded
with refugees being escorted by soldiers and guided by the
pilot back out to sea while it flew the Vietnamese flag. It
encountered no Vietnamese patrol boats, he said. Charles
Freeman, Deputy U.S. Coordinator for Refugee Affairs, has
testified before a congressional subcommittee that Vietnam
set up a boat-building industry specifically to help refugees
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leave the country. Hanoi’s takings from the refugee traffic are
unofficially estimated at hundreds of millions of dollars.”

Extract from page 150 of the above book:

“A rush of ethnic Chinese and Vietnamese to Southeast Asia
began on September 19, 1978. anOn that date the UNHCR
office in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, received word that
the Southern Cross, a small, 950 ton freighter, had rescued
1,220 Vietnamese at sea and wished to put them ashore
immediately in Malaysia.

The captain said he was short of water and food. The
Malaysian navy delivered aid to the ship by boat and
helicopter but, despite the entreaties of UNHCR, refused to let
the Southern Cross discharge its human cargo, Singapore
likewise refused. The captain took the matters into his own
hands, sailed to an inhabited Indonesian island, and unloaded
his passengers. He then radioed what he had done. The
Indonesian government was furious that 1,200 Vietnamese
had been dumped on its shores but was subdued by assurances
from the United States, Australia, and Canada that they would
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accept the refugees for settlement. Indonesia grudgingly
transported the refugees to a makeshift camp on Bintan
Island, about 50 miles south of Singapore.

Only slowly did the real story of the Southern Cross come to
light. The ship had left Singapore empty on August 25. The
captain anchored the ship 30 miles off  the Vietnamese coast
where a Vietnamese pilot met it and guided it to shore. Over
the next few days, Vietnamese soldiers loaded the passengers.
Thus, the Southern Cross had not encountered the refugees at
sea; it had docked at a Vietnamese port and passengers had
been permitted onboard by officials of the government of
Vietnam. Moreover, the passengers had paid Vietnamese
officials about $2,000 each for exit permits and paid passage
on the ship of $600 in gold for adults and $300 for children.
The whole affair was arranged by a rich Chinese businessman
in Singapore who made a large profit out of the venture, as
did the government of Vietnam or its officials.”

From Southern Cross to Hai Hong. (Page 99 of the book
“Legitimising Rejection: International Refugee Law in
Southeast Asia” by Sara Ellen Davies)

“However, the same group that dispatched the Southern
Cross were now making bigger plans. The plan was to
purchase another vessel, the Hai Hong, and take the “people
cargo” to Hong Kong. However, upon arrival, the Vietnamese
government expected the Hai Hong to take the 1,200 paying
passengers and a further 1,300 passengers for free. The
Vietnamese officials insisted that if the Hai Hong did not
comply, all crewmen and the Captain on board the Hai Hong
would be arrested and the ship’s exit would be blocked. The
Hai Hong organisers then complied with the Vietnamese
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authorities and the extra 1,300 were taken on board. Thus,
there were some 2,450 passengers when the vessel set sail for
refuge on the 24 October 1978. Unsurprisingly, the conditions
on board were cramped and very unsafe. After a typhoon
made the passage to Hong Kong impossible, the ship started
to have engine trouble and with food and water running low
the Captain decided to head for Indonesian waters. But upon
arrival on a remote island at the top of the Indonesian
archipelago, the Hai Hong did not radio Indonesian officials
for assistance. Instead, it contacted the office of UNHCR in
Malaysia.

This time around there was immediate suspicion about the Hai
Hong’s story. Why had the Captain not immediately notified
authorities when refugees had forcibly boarded the boat in
international waters? How had 2,450 asylum seekers survived
the typhoon in small boats to then swamp the Hai Hong? The
Hai Hong Captain told Indonesian officials that the ship had
been swamped a day earlier, 21 October, than what he told
UNHCR. The Captain also claimed that the asylum seekers
had forced the Hai Hong to head for Australia. None of these
reported events added up. The dates that the Hai Hong gave
did not match the distance it covered; there was also doubt
that asylum seekers would have demanded for Australia when
Thailand and Malaysia were the main destinations boat people
requested for disembarkation when rescued by ships until
then. The Indonesians, doubtful of the Hai Hong’s story and
not wanting to further increase their asylum load, decided to
expel the ship from its waters and escorted it back into
international waters.”

==@@==
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2.1. The Hai Hong’s fare. (Download “SAVING LIVES:
Canada and the Hai Hong by Dara Marcus”)

The Hai Hong was built in 1948 in Panama and purchased for
scrap metal in 1978.

“Each ethnic Chinese refugee paid roughly. $3,200 US, or 16
bars of gold.”

2.2. Pictures of Hai Hong 21 Nov 1978, South China Sea -The
attempted to transport 2,500 Vietnamese refugees to
Malaysia, but the Malaysian authorities refused them and,
after supplying them with food and drugs, set them back
adrift. – Image by © Alain Dejean/Sygma/Corbis
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2.3. Watch Hai Hong on youtube.

2.4. Read the post about Hai Hong. (The HAI HONG saga by
The Ancient Mariner.)

“By the end of 1978, there were nearly 62,000 Vietnamese
‘boat people’ in camps throughout Southeast Asia. As the
numbers grew, so too did local hostility. Adding to the tension
was the fact that several of the boats arriving on the shores of
countries in Southeast Asia were not small wooden fishing
craft but steel-hulled freighters chartered by regional
smuggling syndicates and carrying over 2,000 people at a
time.
-TIME magazine, Dec. 04, 1978.

The 1500-tonnne m.v. Hai Hong was an old coastal vessel and
a regular caller at Port Klang until one fateful night 30 years
ago on November 9th 1978, when arriving at the southern
pilot station, the ship’s master coolly radioed my Pilot Office
for permission to proceed in on her own and anchor in the
harbour.
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It was fortunate then that one of the office staff remembered
reading in the newspapers that the vessel had been sighted at
sea a few days earlier off the east coast, filled to the brim with
refugees. He promptly ordered the ship to anchor near Pulau
Pintu Gedung at the southern approaches of the port. There
was also no advice from her local agents, so the police,
immigration, customs, harbour master and port health
authorities were quickly alerted.

The ship remained outside port limits under heavy guard for a
few months while the Malaysian government decided what to
do with the 2500-odd Vietnamese refugees living in very
cramped and deplorable conditions aboard the tiny vessel.
Food, water and medicine often ran short of supply and
diseases were rampant.

After initially ordering the vessel to go back to wherever she
came from, it was only due to representations from UNHCR
and after the United States’ Carter administration and a few
other countries agreed to resettle them all that the refugees
were finally brought ashore by the authorities. They were
taken to a makeshift and fenced-in camp in Cheras, along the
new north-south highway, which had been specially built for
the purpose. From here, they were all then flown directly to
the USA and elsewhere in small batches, but only after long
drawn-out processes which took many months.

Meanwhile, the Hai Hong was brought in to anchor in North
Shore at the entrance to the South Port where she remained
for some time after the owners and crew had abandoned her.
Tenders were out to auction and salvage her for scrap but
there were no takers. The ship was subsequently towed and
anchored at a site out of the way of shipping traffic, off Pulau
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Tonggok in Selat Lumut near the new bridge to Pulau Indah
and leading to West Port and the Port Klang Free Zone. There
she remained for a few years until one day she took in water
and sank, very slowly, into her watery grave and disappeared
completely from view.

I hear the site is now a favourite spot for weekend anglers in
Port Klang.”

==@@==

3.1. See pictures and detailed stories of Tung An, the ship
carried 2,300 ethnic Chinese passengers that was anchored in
Manila Bay for 7 months. (Photos on flickr by GorioB under
titles 1978 0929 Tung An and 1978 1228 – From the
Philippine Daily Express – December 28 & 29,1978 – Photo
by Manny Silva).
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On Dec. 27 1979, a rusty cargo ship sailed in to Manila Bay
bringing a thousand Vietnamese refugees….They were not
allowed to disembark from the ship (except those needing
immediate medical attention)…and would call the Tung An
their home for several more months…..

Gorio post this to honor the brave journey of these people to
freedom….(Link to flickr by GorioB under titles 1978 1228
Tung An – From the Philippine Daily Express – December
28,1978 – Photo by Manny Silva).

“TURNED AWAY ELSEWHERE, VIET REFUGEES SAIL
TO MANILA
Philippine Daily Express
Dec. 28,1978.

An old, rusty freighter slipped into Manila Bay yesterday
carrying unwanted human cargo.

Spilling onto the deck from its ill-ventilated holds are some of
the 2,700 Vietnamese on board fleeing from their homeland to
seek better life elsewhere.
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The vessel, Tung An, was originally bound for Bangkok, but
because of a Thai government decision that it could not take
in political refugees, the boat sailed to Brunei.

Like lepers, the refugees were again turned away in that
Bornean port. The Philippines, whose workers and civic
action teams had been “No. 1” among Vietnamese villagers,
then loomed as the next possible stop.

After several days at sea, the refugees entered Manila Bay
yesterday.

The refugees would not be allowed to land because, according
to the foreign ministry, the Fabella Center – where most of the
more than 3,000 Viet refugees already accepted by the
Philippine government are billeted – is already overcrowded.

However, for humanitarian reasons, the government will
provide the refugees with food, water and medical supplies ,
the foreign ministry said.

The ministry said those needing immediate hospitalization
will be taken to government hospitals and returned to the boat
upon their recovery.

The foreign office said steps are being taken by the
government, in cooperation with the representative of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, to look for
the permanent settlement of the refugees.

Daily Express photographer Manny Silva joined a customs
patrol last night to get near the quarantined boat. Here is his
report:
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More than 2,000 Vietnamese boat people lined up the railings
atop the bridge of the “Tung An”, a freighter of Panamanian
registry anchored on the explosive area of Manila bay
opposite Isla Putting Bato. This is about 8 kilometers from the
shore.

As we approached on customs patrol craft P58 at 7 p.m., we
were met by the foul smell from the jampacked freighter. Men
stripped to the waist could be seen on the bridge together with
some women and children who stared at us.

At the forecastle railing is a large streamer saying, “We Wish
to Get On Land” in big, red letters.

Two coast guard patrol ships were alongside the vessel.

The refugees looked weary, malnourished and exhausted.
They showed eagerness to communicate with us but we were
prevented by the Coast guard authorities from talking to them.
Coast guard men in barring us explained that “we have no
orders to allow you.”

In spite of the size of the freighter – about 4,000 tons – the
refugees are packed like sardines. Clothes lines crisscross
along the deck.

Some of the women refugees were observed lowering tin cans
tied to a string to fetch water from the sea.

After encircling the refugee boat twice, Capt. Vicente Floresa
then manning the NCP patrol boat, steered back to the
headquarters of the customs patrol craft and reported to Col.
Franklin Littua, NCP Commander.”
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“RP SENDS FOOD TO VIET REFUGEES
Philippine Daily Express
Dec. 29,1978.

Group not allowed to land, but 5 were taken to hospital.

The Philippine government started yesterday giving food and
medicines to some 2,700 Vietnamese refugees who arrived on
a freighter last Wednesday as it reiterated its policy not to
allow the refugees to land.

The government joined the United Nations High
Commissioner on Refugees in appealing to 19 foreign
government to help in resettling the refugees, many of whom
are infants and elderly people.

The refugees came on the Tung An, now anchored off Manila
Bay breakwater.

Expressing the government’s concern over the plight of the
refugees, Deputy Foreign Minister Jose D. Ingles said: “We
are maintaining our present policy of not allowing any of the
refugees on board the vessel to go ashore, but we shall
continue to provide them with their immediate needs.”

In a meeting with the ambassadors of the 19 countries to
Manila, Ingles expressed the government’s hope to obtain
special quotas from the traditional resettlement countries and
also from countries which have accepted only a few or no
refugees at all.

Ingles stressed the urgent need for evacuating right away
those refugees with close relatives in other countries, if
possible on chartered planes.
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He told the ambassadors that the Fabella Center, which now
houses more than 3,000 refugees, cannot accept any more
refugees “without creating a condition of social chaos due to
overcrowding”.

Ingles added that the Philippine government has done all it
could within its limited means to help refugees, having
accepted nearly 4,500 of them from 1975 to 1978. Of that
total, 2,000 are still awaiting resettlement, he said.

Represented in the meeting with Ingles were Argentina,
Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Brazil, Canada, France, West
Germany, Israel, Japan, Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand,
Norway, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom and
United States.

Earlier, Ingles met with the representative of the Social
Service Commission, the ministries of defense and health to
seek ways of alleviating the conditions at the Tung An.

An operations center was set up to coordinate government
assistance, and the following measures were agreed upon:

• Provision of food and other immediate necessities.

• Medical treatment for the seriously ill.

• Vessels to be stationed near the Tung An for 24 hours for
such necessities as may be required by the refugees,
especially by those with ailments not requiring
hospitalization.

In a report, the United Press International said:
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Five critically ill Vietnamese refugees have been brought
ashore from a rusty cargo vessel carrying more than 2,700
“boat people”, a spokesman said Thursday.
Au Hong Tai, a 29-year-old accountant from Ho Chi Minh
City (formerly Saigon) who acts as spokesman for the
refugees, said the five Vietnamese were undergoing treatment
at a Manila hospital.

Among them, he said, was a woman who gave birth
yesterday.

Tai said conditions aboard the motor vessel
Panamanian-registered Tung An had become intolerable.

“The place is a mess, we can’t stand it any more, a lot of
people will die,” Tai said.

Tai said a representative of the UN High Commissioner for
Refugees went aboard the vessel anchored at Manila Bay
about a mile away from the shore Wednesday evening.

He said the representative gave them assurances that the Tung
An, the owners of which are in Hongkong, would not be
driven away.

About 200 refugees drowned off Vietnam in a struggle to
board the freighter Tung An which arrived in Manila
Wednesday carrying 2,700 other refugees, relief sources said
yesterday.

The sources said the ship’s crew reported the drowning
incident to Philippine officials who refused the Vietnamese
“boat people” permission to land, saying the Philippines’ own
refugee camp already was overcrowded.
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Tung An, which picked up the refugees at sea earlier this
month headed for Manila after authorities in Brunei earlier
also refused to allow the refugees to land there.

A team of relief workers which brought fresh provisions
aboard the ship Wednesday said the refugees told them that
on their way to Manila, Tung An picked up two more
boatloads of refugees at sea.

“They said one of the boats they met was packed with
refugees and was sinking and they had to take the people
aboard,” the sources said.

Relief workers reported that none of the refugees appeared to
be seriously ill, although some were suffering from colds.

“They appear to be well-organized,” one relief official said.
“They have their own kitchen brigades who take turns in
cooking food aboard the vessel and supervise the rationing.
The refugees also eat by turns.”

The official said that since the Hongkong-owned ship has
meager cooking facilities “the stove burns 24 hours a day so
that all the people aboard can be fed.” Mostly, the refugees eat
porridge.”

These article describes the life of the refugees 6 months after
sailing into Manila Bay and not being allowed to go on
land…(Link to flickr by GorioB under title 1979 0623 Tung
An – from the Times Journal– June 23, 1979).

“TUNG AN REFUGEES: A LIFE OF BOREDOM
Times Journal – June 23, 1979.
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Six months after becoming unwanted guests of the Philippine
government, 950 Vietnamese refugees aboard the freighter
Tung An have settled into a life of boredom and waiting.

A Philippine navy vessel makes its twice-daily visit to bring
food to the hulking black freighter. It’s a typical day.

Several “boat people” lounge around a radio. Here and there a
card game is underway. Women write or read letters. Hair is
being shampooed, babies bathed, fingernails manicured. Boys
fly a kite.

Leaning on rails, dozen simply stare toward the sea.

“We are hungry,” a refugee shouts to a photographer, but
there are few outward signs of it. Women are cooking rice
gruel. Boys dive into the bay’s dirty water, scrape shellfish
from the freighter’s hull and return to the deck to sort their
treasures, separating barnacles from mussels. Two or three
hours of diving yield four liters of mussels.

Life has been this way for the Tung An “boat people” since
Dec. 27, when the Hong Kong based freighter chugged into
the bay three days after it was refused refugee at Brunei.

There are some signs of change. A flat-bottomed navy boat is
moored alongside, giving the refugees room to spread out, and
there are fewer people – the Tung An carried 2,318
passengers when it arrived. Multi-colored tarpaulins supplied
by the navy provide makeshift shelter from the tropical sun
and the almost-daily rains that foreshadow the oncoming
monsoon season.
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The refugees and the Philippine marines assigned to guard
them have painted graffiti on the hull. Over a painted “Dec.
26, 1978,” the Tung An’s arrival date, there is a small heart,
pierced by an arrow.

Hanging over the rails are ropes with plastic bags, some
empty, some with rice. Many of the “boat people” have set
aside private areas, where they store extra food and personal
items. Most have tin cans on strings to bring aboard water for
bathing.

In January, Filipino public health officials worried that
hygiene aboard the ship was so bad that epidemics could
result. Disinfectant sprays and treated water were provided,
and a public health doctor said Wednesday that the danger has
passed.

“There is a big improvement compared with the first few
months,” said Dr. Antonio Amparo. “Many were suffering
from gastro-intestinal disorders. But they now have a lot more
room, and there’s not going to be any serious disease
problem.”

Many of the refugees have open sores on their arms and legs,
which Amparo said are boils caused by lack of personal
hygiene. A woman whose family identified her as Mang Ng
sobs in pain with a swollen right arm which she says she
broke in a ship-board accident. Her family says there is no
money for medical assistance, but Philippine government
officials say they were not told about the injury and will treat
her without charge, as they have done for hundred of others.
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President Marcos’ government at first took a hard line with
the Tung An, refusing to bring any of the refugees ashore
except to take resettlement flights out of the country or for
medical treatment. The captain and crew face charges of
violating immigration ports laws and are ready to stand trial.

The restrictions on the refugees have eased, although there
has been no official announcement.

More than 600 of the Tung An passengers have gone on to
new homes in other countries. About 575 are at a suburban
military camp, undergoing final processing for resettlement.
The ones still on the ship are those who so far have been
unable to prove links with other countries.”

==@@==

4.1. Video about Huey Fong with over 3,000 ethnic Chinese
passengers delayed to disembark its passengers for 1 month.
(David Tran, the man who created the world-famous sriracha
hot chilli sause was aboard this Taiwanese freighter that was
registered in Panama. The video was a brief introduction of
David Tran and his sriracha sauce which also includes
historical filming footage of the ship.)
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“A rusting freighter brought Vietnam refugees to Hong Kong
just before Christmas Eve and a weighty problem to the
Government of how to handle this human cargo. The
4,000-ton Huey Fong was intercepted by Marine Police and
Royal Navy patrol boats off Po Toi Island in international
waters. The Government had indicated that it would not allow
the refugees to land here. Firm on its first-port-of-call
principle, the Government confined the refugees to the
freighter and kept a tight vigil on them. As investigations
deepened, the Government uncovered discrepancies in the
master’s log book which supported suspicions that
international syndicates had arranged for a number of ageing
freighters to go to the waters of Vietnam to pick up the
thousands of ethnic Chinese who had paid their way out of the
country. These syndicates were reported to have charged each
refugee some $7,000 or 10 taels of gold. The way in which the
Huey Fong had picked up the refugees – and the conflicting
reports given by the refugees – gave weight to these
suspicions. There were mixed reactions among local people
on whether Hong Kong should accept the refugees. Those in
favor said we should do it on humanitarian grounds.

Collection Chinese Immigrants from Vietnam to Hong Kong.

Ownership/Donor Kiu Chan.
Date December, 1978”

==@@==

5.1. Story of Skyluck which carried 2,700 ethnic Chinese
passengers and moored off Hong Kong for 4 1/2 months.
(Wikipedia)
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“Most refugees had all paid for passage in gold leaf or bars,
in amounts that often represented life savings. Some signed
over property to local government such as land, house, boat,
and possessions in exchange for passage.”

“In the early hours of Wednesday 7 February 1979, Skyluck
arrived in the then-British colony of Hong Kong
unannounced. Hong Kong police did not detect the ship while
it entered the territorial water and until it anchored in the
middle of Victoria Harbour. The ship was surrounded by
police launches and boarded in the morning hours, engine
parts were removed to prevent escape.

Upon interrogation, the Chinese (Taiwanese) captain claimed,
as had been done in previous cases, that on his way from
Singapore, the freighter came across several fishing boats in
danger of sinking in the high seas, and had decided to rescue
the refugees.

In fact, the refugees boats were organized by Vietnamese
local boss (Bến Tre Province) to allow ethnic Chinese to leave
the country as the relations between China and Vietnam
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rapidly deteriorated and war was imminent. Most refugees
had all paid for passage in gold leaf or bars, in amounts that
often represented life savings. Some signed over property to
local government such as land, house, boat, and possessions
in exchange for passage. A few sneaked on-board without any
payment at all. Initially, a roster of 900 refugees were to be
picked up by the freighter. As the news leaked, thousands
swarmed the boat and the refugee count swelled to more than
3200. The freighter had to pull anchor and ran as the freighter
was dangerously overloaded, left behind a fleet of small
fishing boats trailing. Many late arrivals could not get
on-board and were left behind.

The gold payment, along with weapons (M16) to guard the
gold were delivered to the Captain by the local boss. The gold
was never found on-board because it was transferred to
another freighter during a rendezvous in mid-sea.

The refugees were not allowed to land, instead, the freighter
was towed to south coast of Lamma Island, several hundred
yards off-shore. Refugees were confined to the ship for more
than four months (until the freighter was sunk deliberately by
refugees) while the Hong Kong government attempted to
verify the refugee status of the passengers, and decide
whether to allow them into the UNHCR-run refugee camps in
the colony.”

==@@==

Vietnam denies the refugee racketeering. (The Indochina
Refugee Crisis by Barry Wain on Foreign Affairs, Fall 1979
issue.)
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“The fourth category are the political refugees from Vietnam.
In this group the ethnic Vietnamese who have found their own
way out despite Hanoi’s tight controls deserve the same kind
of sympathy as the refugees of 1975 whom the United States
accepted in large numbers. And while Hanoi may be
condemned for its New Economic Zone policies and the
brutality involved in moving potential dissidents and urban
dwellers to harsh rural lives (sometimes to their deaths), a
degree of painful adjustment was inevitable as Hanoi sought
to bring into line with the austere north what had become, in
the years of American occupation of the south, a corrupted
consumer society. There is a strong measure of
self-justification and exaggeration in Hanoi’s repeated claim
that it inherited, in what had been South Vietnam, three
million unemployed, several hundred thousand prostitutes and
drug addicts, thousands of gangsters and criminals, one
million people with tuberculosis, several hundred thousand
with venereal disease and four million illiterates. But there is
a measure of truth in the overall claim made by one
Vietnamese publication: “One had to rebuild not only a
country that had been ruined materially, but also a society
that had been completely perverted and turned upside down.”

“But the vast majority leaving recently have a different
motivation. With a few exceptions, Sino-Vietnamese and
other minorities and dissidents tell of hardship and
deprivation, of being advised to leave, of being forced out
when they hesitate, or having their property confiscated and
their possessions sold. The practice varies from time to time
and in different parts of the country. Ethnic Vietnamese often
risk severe punishment if caught trying to escape. But so open
and approved is the departure of Hoa that ethnic Vietnamese
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planning to leave often acquire false documents bearing
fictitious Chinese names and learn to count in Cantonese.

Only the well-off can afford to go. A passage usually costs the
gold equivalent of between $2,000 and $3,000, half price for
children. The refugees hand over the gold pieces directly to
Public Security Bureau officials, or to authorized collecting
agents. A large slice of each fare, amounting to a departure
tax, goes to the government. Middlemen and boat owners also
get a share.”

“Against such charges, Hanoi’s attempt to blame the United
States and especially China, as well as the colonial past, for
the exodus is, to put it mildly, unconvincing. China’s protests
about the March 1978 decree against commercial middlemen
may have been accompanied by a degree of encouragement to
the Hoa to leave that played some part in the overland refugee
flow to China. But the latest Hanoi position, contained in its
Those Who Leave pamphlet, that in the case of the boat
people there is indeed an organized departure service from the
country but that it is the work of the “counter-revolutionary”
elements established in Vietnam by the Americans, is absurd
and self-convicting. Does anyone seriously believe that in a
totalitarian state 50,000 people a month can be organized,
ticketed, transported to departure points and allocated boats-a
major logistical exercise-without the government’s
knowledge? Does anyone seriously accept that people, given a
reasonable choice, opt at the rate of 600,000 a year to risk
their lives in vessels that have been described as “floating
coffins”?”

==@@==
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The Geneva conference in July 1979 demanding Vietnam to
stop the flow of ethnic Chinese and facilitate the Orderly
Departure Program. (Page 196 of the book “Remapping Asian
American History” by Sucheng Cha).

“The countries of first asylum were appalled. One question
that everyone asked was, Should people who could afford
such expensive passage and who left in such an organized
manner under the aegis of the Vietnamese governmentbe
considered refugees? To almost everyone, the answer was no.
Even Indonesia, which had not turned away small boats up to
this point, declared it would take no more. The issue then
became what to do with the ones who had already arrived.
Everyone agreed that something had to be done if first asylum
was to be preserved. The solution was a conference convened
by UN Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim in Geneva on July
17-19, 1979.

Waldheim invited seventy-one nations to attend; sixty-five
accepted the invitation. The participants agreed on a
three-prong solution. First, Vietnam would place a temporary
moratorium on “illegal” departures and would facilitate legal
departures through the Orderly Departure Program (ODP)
established two months earlier under a Memorandum of
Understanding between Vietnam and UNHCR. The United
States announced that three categories of people could enter
the United States under the ODP: close family members of
people in the United States, former employees of U.S.
government agencies, and other individuals “closely
identified” with the U.S. presence in Vietnam before 1975.
Second, the countries of first asylum would stop turning
people away and continue to give them temporary asylum.
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Third, the countries of second asylum (also confusingly
known as resettlement countries or third countries) would
increase their intake. Dozens of countries, including those that
agreed to take just a few dozens or a few hundred, together
pledged more than 260,000 resettlement spaces. (At that time,
there were 372,000 refuge seekers in first-asylum camps, of
whom 202,000 were boat people.) Densely populated Japan,
which were extremely reluctant to take in any refuge seekers
at all, promised to pay half of UNHCR’s expenses in this
endeavor. Indonesia and Malaysia each donated land, on
Galang Island and Baatan peninsula, respectively, to build
regional refugee processing centers to relieve the
demographic pressure on Thailand, Malaysia and Hong Kong.
A third regional processing center was set up in Phanat
Nikhom, Thailand, adjacent to an existing UNHCR holding
center. Refugees approved for resettlement would be given
English lessons and”cultural orientation” in the processing
center before departing for their new homes. There was,
however, no discussion about the fate of the more than
169,000 land people in UNHCR-sponsored camps in Thailand
or the several hundred thousand Cambodians who were not in
UNHCR camps. This neglect led Thailand to take its own
measures with regard to Laotian and Cambodian refugees in
the coming years.

The Geneva Conference brought immediate results. On
August 9, Hanoi announced that its officials had already
arrested 4,000 people involved in organizing the departure of
refugees and that some of them might be executed. Moreover,
the Vietnamese government would provide UNHCR and
resettlement countries”all necessary facilities” to process
applicants via ODP. In the three months following the
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conference, not only did the total number of boat arrivals
decline, but the boat didn’t contain any Chinese. These
developments gave ample proof that the Vietnamese
government did indeed have control over the ethnic Chinese
outflow. However, critics pointed out that what the
conference participants did was to enter into”an unwitting
collaboration to repress and contain rather than rescue the
victims of tyranny”. Ironically, by asking Vietnam to stop the
outflow, the participants, including UNHCR itself, violated
the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which
guarantees freedom of movement to individuals, including the
right to leave the countries in which they live.”

==@@==
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Read “The Will of Heaven” (Hutton 1980) by Nguyễn Ngọc
Ngạn – a memoir co-written in English with E.E. Richey.
(Link to amazon.com book)

Nguyễn Ngọc Ngạn (1946) is a novelist and author of short
stories and one memoir.

He was born in Sơn Tây, northern Vietnam, went to Saigon in
1954 when the North was divided to be occupied by
Communists, taught literature after graduating from the
University of Saigon, before being drafted into the South
Vietnamese Army.

After the Fall of Saigon in 1975, he was imprisoned by the
Communists for three years, then sent with his family to
perform hard labor in a “New Economic Zone.”

In 1979, he and his family escaped Vietnam by boat after
pretending that he was Chinese and was loaned 20 gold taels
to pay the Communists for the “legal” journey. His boat
overloaded with over three hundred ethnic Chinese passengers
reached Malaysia but his wife and four-year-old son died
when the boat capsized within sight of shore, drowning 161
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people altogether. He was given asylum in Canada that same
year, eventually settling in Toronto.

While still in a Malaysian refugee camp, he wrote his first
novel, Những Người Đàn Bà Còn Ở Lại [The Women Left
Behind], but it wasn’t published until eight years later. His
first published work, “The Will of Heaven” (Hutton 1980),
was a memoir co-written in English with E.E. Richey. He has
since published 25 novels and collections of short stories in
Vietnamese, and is by far the most popular author in the
overseas Vietnamese community. He is also famous as a host
of a series of music-variety videos, “Paris by Night,” most
often filmed in Las Vegas.
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Saigon’s Seasons in the Sun’s
related information

Listen to: (Link to phamduy.com Ngàn lời ca khác – Nhạc
Pop 60-70).

• Duy Quang – Seasons in the Sun

Cathy Hue – If you go away

Thanh Lan – La plus belle pour aller danser

Minh Xuân & Minh Phúc – Beautiful Sunday

Paolo – Adieu jolie Candy
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A U.S. soldier searches for his Amerasian son (Link to “A US
soldier searches for his Vietnamese son” by Sue Lloyd
Roberts, BBC Newsnight, 27 April 2014)

The Blue Stars music band

The CBC music band
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Lê Lợi street

Khai Trí bookstore – the biggest bookstore in Sài Gòn
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Brodard Ice cream shop

The modern Rex movie theatre in the heart of Sài Gòn

“Tax” shopping centre
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Singer Paolo Tuấn and The Black Caps music
band

Singer Cathy Huệ
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Singer Elvis Phuong

Singer Thanh Lan
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Singer Anh Tú

French singer Sylvie Vartan
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French singer Christophe

Greek singer Nana Mouskouri
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Singers Minh Xuân & Minh Phúc

Ngã sáu Minh Mạng – Nguyễn Tri Phương where
there are many famous restaurants in the Chinese
quarter of Sài Gòn

(Link to tommy japan ‘s album “Saigon 1970 by Jerry
Bosworth”)

112

https://www.flickr.com/photos/97930879@N02/15612820281/in/set-72157648528089169


Singer Khánh Ly who opened her
famous, upmarket restaurant a few

years before Sài Gòn Fall

Kiosks selling Christmas tree and decorations in
Saigon
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Bûche de Noel – popular at Christmas

29 May 1975, Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam — Saigon students
demonstrate against “Depraved and Reactionary Culture” as
part of the book burning campaign in South Vietnam.
Estimated tens of thousands of books and recordings have
been destroyed by student’s bonfires and private destruction
since the campaign began 5/21. Virtually all bookstores have
been closed down by the edict against sale of books and
recordings made during the time of previous regime. Picture
was taken 5/29 in Saigon. — Image by © Bettmann/CỎBIS
(Link to manhhai flickr album “1975 – Fall of Saigon”)
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Burning books
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The Communist Youth Party
candidate’s related information

A Communist Youth Party’s new member admission
ceremony

“VIETNAM – APRIL 01: The Fall of Saigon, Vietnam in
April, 1975 – The Vietcong cutting hair and “western”
clothes. (Photo by Jean-Claude LABBE/Gamma-Rapho via
Getty Images)” (Link to manhhai’s photo in the album The
Fall of Saigon in 1975)

A North Vietnamese soldier cut men’s anti-cultural
long hair on the street.
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Loudspeakers in Saigon (Link to Times – Vietnam: Fading
smiles – published 23/06/1975)

“Saigon is gradually becoming a stereotypic city under
Communist control. All newspapers except those authorized
by the Communist Party have been suppressed. A detailed
census is being taken, presumably to facilitate supervision of
all activities. Political and military officials who served under
the old Thieu regime have been ordered to report to
“reeducation” centers. Martial music and Communist slogans
blare from street-corner loudspeakers.

The easygoing mood that marked the first days of the
Communist occupation of Saigon is quickly vanishing,
according to Western observers who have recently left South
Viet Nam’s capital….”
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Pictures of Saigon streets which were full of cars and
motorbikes before the Fall of Saigon on 30/04/1975.
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Pictures of Saigon streets after 30/04/1975 which were filled
with mostly bicycles.
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On the left of the street was a big parking lot for
bicycles.
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People sleeping on the street, mostly were bourgeoisie
families who had been forfeited of assets and money
then banished to the barren land of the “New
Economic Zone” by the Communist but later found
their ways back to the city.
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A Vietnamese herbal-medicine healer examined a
patient

Acupuncture was promoted by the Communists.
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A herbal medicine shop in a market.

A herbal-medicine healer practice room next to a
herbal medicine shop.
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Vietnamese herbal medicines
which were promoted under

the Communist regime.

Singer Ái Vân who came from the North, was a
member of the Northern military performers and
performed on Saigon’s TVs in the years after
30/04/1975. She was with the performers in East
Berlin when the Berlin Wall fell. She then escaped to
West Berlin and now lives in America.
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Singer Lệ Quyên (as she is now) who studied in
Moscow, was a member of the Northern military
performers and performed on Saigon’s TVs in the
years after 30/04/1975.

A labour dayto build canals in 1978 for high school
students at the barren land of Lê Minh Xuân, at the
outskirts of Saigon.

“(Baonghean.vn) – In response to a 2014 campaign that calls
for people to set about to dredge irrigation canals, in the
morning of 19/10, Town People’s Committee of Hoang Mai
City coordinated with Hoang Mai High School to hold a
launching ceremony for people to battle with irrigation canals
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as well as renovating the city.” (Link to Báo Nghệ An – TX
Hoàng Mai ra quân làm thủy lợi năm 2014 , published on
19/102014.)
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A self-criticising paper of a Year 2 student written under his
mother’s request (Link to Zing website Bản kiểm điểm với lời
hứa có một không hai, published on 20/04/2015 ).

“Bản kiểm điểm
Con tên là Trần Lâm, lớp 2A2, trường Tiểu học Văn Yến.

Con phạm lỗi: không vào ngủ mà lại ra sân chơi, cô Thanh
thấy vậy gọi con lên bục giảng. Con xin lỗi ba mẹ. Con hứa sẽ
không như thế nữa.

Nếu như bị một lần nữa thì con sẽ tự giác ra khỏi nhà và… đi
ở nhà khác.

Ký tên: Trần Lâm”

Translated to:

“Self-criticising paper

My name is Trần Lâm, student of 2A2, of Văn Yến Primary
School.

I erred in playing in the playground instead of having a nap.
My teacher – Ms Thanh – called me to stand in front of the
blackboard. I apologise to Mum and Dad. I won’t do it again.
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If I am caught not having a nap again, I will voluntarily move
out of the house and … stay somewhere else.

Signed: Trần Lâm”

Communist Party’s public self-criticism sessions (Link to
VietNamNet Bridge – Top leaders join in self-criticism –
published 14/08/2012)

“Party General Secretary Nguyen Phu Trong yesterday, Aug
13, opened a national conference on efforts to implement
Resolution 4 covering self-criticism of party members and
leaders at all levels.

Trong said starting in July this year, the Politburo and Party
Central Committee Secretariat had already introduced
self-criticism of individuals and collectives.

From this month, the programme will be implemented at
organisations and party groups at central level. This would be
later expanded to all local levels.

Members of the Politburo and Party Central Committee
Secretariat were involved in self-criticism over 12 days
recently. They were divided into two groups, including the
country’s leaders, President Truong Tan Sang, Prime Minister
Nguyen Tan Dung, and the National Assembly Chairman
Nguyen Sinh Hung.

All made self-criticism reports in front of the Politburo and
the Party Central Committee Secretariat. The Party General
Secretary assigned the Party Central Committee Inspectorate
to assess the reports by September 2012 and hand them to the
Politburo.
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The Politburo and the Party Central Committee agreed that
through self-criticism, the party would further understand
concerns related to party building, such as problems regards
to leadership and management of State-owned enterprises.

At the conference, the Politburo decided to transfer several
members of the Party Central Committee to other positions
and appointed new substitutes.”

A self-criticising paper of a
Communist Party member.

The Communist Youth Party’s new member
admission ceremony at a weekly meeting.
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The Ho Chi Minh Pioneer Children members were
being admitted as the Communist Youth Party
members in an admission ceremony.

The ‘great and wise’ ‘bachelor’ Ho Chi Minh
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Those scary moments’ related
information

The Vietnamese gulags – Re-education camps.

(Extracts from Wikipedia on ‘Re-education camp’)

“Re-education camp (Vietnamese: trại học tập cải tạo) is the
official title given to the prison camps operated by the
Communist government of Vietnam following the end of the
Vietnam War. In such “re-education camps”, the government
imprisoned over 1 million former military officers,
government workers and supporters of the former government
of South Vietnam. Re-education as it was implemented in
Vietnam was seen as both a means of revenge and as a
sophisticated technique of repression and indoctrination,
which developed for several years in the North and was
extended to the South following the 1975 Fall of Saigon. An
estimated 1-2.5 million people were imprisoned with no
formal charges or trials. According to published academic
studies in the United States and Europe, 165,000 people died
in the Socialist Republic of Vietnam’s re-education camps.
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Thousands were tortured or abused. Prisoners were
incarcerated for as long as 17 years, with most terms ranging
from three to 10 years.

The term ‘re-education camp’ is also used to refer to prison
camps operated by the People’s Republic of China during the
Cultural Revolution, or to the laogai and laojiao camps
currently operated by the Chinese government. The theory
underlying such camps is the Maoist theory of reforming
counter-revolutionaries into socialist citizens by re-education
through labor.”

30/4/1975 the day of the Fall of Saigon.
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Government officials and soldiers surrendered.

SAIGON, VIET NAM: This photo dated 30 April 1975
shows a line of captured US-backed South Vietnamese
Army soldiers, escorted by Vietnamese communist
soldiers, as they walked on a Saigon street after the
city fell into the hands of the communist troops on the
same day, marking the end of the Vietnam War. Photo
credit AFP/AFP/Getty Images.
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South Vietnam soldiers captured and walked next to
their burnt clothes.

(Extracts from ‘Excavations of Burial Sites at Vietnamese
Re-Education Camps’ by The Returning Casualty)

“On April 30, 1975 the South Vietnamese Government fell to
the Communist regime under Ho Chi Minh and those
individuals involved in the political and military running of
the former government were ordered to register with the new
government and await further orders.

Former South Vietnam Army officers registered with
the communists for re-education.
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In the summer of 1975 the transportation of these individuals
to camps throughout the newly united country began, with the
higher ranking members of the ARVN taken to the most
remote camps in the highland jungles of the north. Although
not specifically told the extent of their stay in the camps, the
authorities informed military personnel from the rank of
second lieutenant to captain and lower ranking police
officials to report to sites with a 10 day supply of food,
clothing and personal effects. Officers of the rank of major to
general, high-ranking police and intelligence officers and all
elected member of the Senate and House of Representatives
were to report to their designated sites with enough clothing,
food and supplies for one month.

Officials and officers were rounded up before being
sent to the re-education camps.

Life in the camps consisted of a regimen of forced hard labor,
including landmine clearance and road building and political
indoctrination denouncing ‘American imperialism’ and
celebrating the inevitable superiority of communism. The
prisoners were organized into work units and forced to
compete against each other for better work records. The
evenings were spent in studying the writings of the Communist
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regime, confessing to anti-communist and pro-American
leanings and denouncing those fellow prisoners who lacked a
sufficient ‘work ethic’ or who still harbored anti communist
thoughts. The scanty diet was supplemented by scavenging
during work time and occasional visits from relatives, but
starvation and illness claimed the lives of thousands of
prisoners.

Re-education session for 26 generals of former South
Vietnamese army in 1975. Second from left is one time
Defense Minister, General Nguyễn Hữu Có. Có was
imprisoned for 12 years, decided not to emigrate after
being released and lived in Vietnam until his death in
2012.

A re-education class for officers of ranks lower than
generals.
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At Tây Ninh re-education camp.Photo by Marc
Riboud – South Vietnam, January 1976. A
re-education camp, class for about 1,000 former
Saigon regime low-ranking officers near the
Cambodian border at Tay Ninh in a workcamp. They
spent 3 hours per week in political classes, and the
rest of the time in manual labour tasks. The North
Vietnamese officer is brandishing a document and
speaking to them through a loudspeaker that if they
learn off by heart his declarations, that they will be
given safe conduct for re-insertion in the new society.
But in fact, many of them only obtained their freedom
years later. Image credit by manhhai

In 1981 a memorandum by the Communist government to
Amnesty International claimed that all those imprisoned in
the re-education camps were guilty of acts of national treason
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as defined in Article 3 of the 30 October 1967 Law on
Counter-revolutionary Crimes which specifies twenty years to
life imprisonment or the death penalty. The punishment of
re-education was seen by the Vietnamese government as the
most ‘humanitarian’ system.

And now, for archaeology of a more recent time. The
Returning Casualty is a American-Vietnamese charity whose
work involves the excavation of camp cemeteries so the
remains of the soldiers can be returned to their families after
DNA testing. Julie Martin, who is studying for an MSc in
Forensic Archaeology and Anthropology at Cranfield
University in the UK shares her recent work with The
Returning Casualty at a 2010 excavation in Yen Bai Province.
[Text and photos by Julie Martin.]”
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Captain Lương Văn Hoa, Grave 21.
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(Extracts from ‘Vietnamese Re-Education Camps: A Brief
History’by Quyen Truong)

“After the Fall of Saigon on April 30th, 1975, every South
Vietnamese man, from former officers in the armed forces, to
religious leaders, to employees of the Americans or the old
government, were told to report to a re-education camp to
“learn about the ways of the new government.” Many South
Vietnamese men chose to flee on boats, but others had
established lives and loved ones in Vietnam, so they willingly
entered these camps in hopes of quickly reconciling with the
new government and continuing their lives peacefully.
According to my father, the government said re-education
would only last for ten days, and at most two weeks. However,
once there, the men were detained for many years in grueling
labour camps.

Excerpts from My Father’s Oral History

The best way to describe these camps is through the words of
someone who lived through it. In Spring 2003, I interviewed
my father and learned about his experiences in totality for the
first time. Here are excerpts from accounts of his seven years
in re-education camps:

“I was married for less than eight months before I had to go
to re-education camp. Communists said one thing—only ten
days! They wrote that we’d only need to pack clothing and
food and money for ten days, so everyone believed. We all
signed contracts that said this! But after ten days, after three
months, after six months, after being moved from place to
place by the Communists, I knew we were in for the long haul.
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In June of 1975, they brought me to Hoc Mon, then
transferred me on a cargo boat to the North.”

My father believes he was kept at the re-education camps for
seven years because of his Military Intelligence (MI) status.
“Communists were afraid of Military Intelligence because we
could reveal information, so they brought MI to the North.”
Here, the re-education camp became known as labor camp
due to the notorious back-breaking work forced upon
prisoners. “Their main goal was not to teach us, but only to
detain us. Many of them didn’t even have an education
beyond the 8th grade; how could they teach us?”

The time of imprisonment was physically demanding and
morally disheartening. “The Communists put people like me
into the jungle so that we would get sick and slowly die off.
That was their goal… Everyone was miserable. Many people
died of sadness… One week I’d see one gravesite. As the
weeks went on I saw more and more graves.”

Prisoners endured long days of menial labor and physical
pain. “Everyday I needed to get 20kg of bamboo shoots. We
had to peel the outside until we reached the soft white middle
to collect. I worked in the jungle where there were leeches
skinny as chopsticks. But once they stuck onto you and sucked
on your blood, they would swell like fat sausages. I would lie
there at night, tired and not knowing why, and my friends
would see a big leech on my foot and pry it off.”
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“We were broken up into different labor units. The building
unit made houses, the equipment unit made spades and there
was a unit that grew wheat, a unit that grew vegetables, a unit
that cultivated tea… In camp, our unit’s specialty was
building. I would carry cement, wood and everything needed
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to make buildings. I had to carry 16 pieces of brick, or carry
tureens full of water and walk barefoot on a steep road.” My
father’s unit also made and transported equipment for people
to build houses. “I had to walk through the fields and streams
to give equipment to the construction unit… It was heavy
work, especially carrying the water. Sometimes I had to walk
with the water for 1-2 km.”

The fatigue wore down the men and made them more
susceptible to accidents. My father relates, “People who
didn’t know how to cut bamboos properly died when branches
they chopped fell on top of them.”

Jungle by Quyen
Truong.

“Another time, there was a bamboo that fell on my head.”
While other prisoners chopped bamboo trees around him, my
father was caught amidst falling bamboo branches.
“Fortunately, I held a knife in one hand. A bamboo tree
actually fell on my knife and split in half. My other arm
wasn’t so lucky. It swelled and hung in a cast without
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medication for two weeks. To this day, my right arm is weaker
than my left!”

When accidents or sickness occurred, very little could be done
for the prisoners. “When I was sick, only two out of the
70-some people in my unit could stay home to rest, so I
continued to work.”

After a strenuous day of work, prisoners had very little time to
themselves. “At night, after returning from work and entering
the camp, at 7 p.m. there would be a conference to plan the
next day and evaluate the current day. They’d tell us what we
did well and what we did badly. It took two hours. If someone
said ‘Truong didn’t do a good job today,’ then I’d have to
stand up according to Communist protocol and accept shame
and excuse my fatigue and promise that I would do a better
job tomorrow.”

“Each person got two hands’ span of space to lie down. To do
this, we had to lie like canned sardines. One person lay one
way, the adjacent people lay the other way to have enough
room to lie down. In each little room there were about 60-70
people, sleeping on a floor that was a little elevated over the
bare earth.”
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Sardines by Quyen
Truong.

“We woke up really early in the morning. They hit a cowbell
to wake us all up: ‘Keng keng keng!’ We had to bring water
into the sleeping area so that in the morning we could wash
our faces. Each day before work we’d eat breakfast. At noon
we had lunch and after work we had dinner.”

Besides the constant fatigue, my father remembers being very
hungry. “We ate very little. Every day, we ate a portion of
rice as small as a quit (small fruit, like an orange) and some
salt water. They didn’t give us much because they feared that
people would hoard food and escape… We ate just enough to
survive.” Pain punctuates his narrative. “Since we lacked
food and medicine many people died. Sometimes I’d lie awake
at night, not knowing when my turn would come, because a
friend had died just two days ago, and a week after I would
bury another friend in the fields. I’d bring another friend to
the hospital, only to have him die. So I didn’t know when my
turn would come…” Even with his positive temperament, my
father was miserable and constantly fearful of death. He
speaks with resentment about the lack of food. “I was very

149



weak when I came home (from the labor camp in 1982).
During the time I served for the South Vietnamese army, I
weighed 53 kg. But after two years in the camp, I weighed
only 39 kg!”

Hunger by Quyen
Truong. This painting

portrays a cocky young
Communist guard who
watches the prisoners
as they scrounged for
food. The scarcity of
rice and protein for

prisoners forced men to
find nourishment from
local flora and fauna.
My father remembers
eating everything from
snakes to salamanders.

Many people couldn’t take the inhumane camp conditions and
hoarded their rice rations and attempted to flee at night.
Unfortunately, communist guards usually caught prisoners as
they climbed the fence that surrounded the camps. “I never
tried to leave. I had friends who tried to escape, who were
shot dead.” If they survived, the punishment was severe. Five
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to six soldiers beat prisoners who were brought back. “I had
a friend who was beaten until he vomited blood… (there
were) welts all over his body.” Afterwards, guards jailed him
in a small box for three to four months.

My father helped his friend survive. Everyday, his duty
included bringing rice to those imprisoned in the boxes, so he
used this opportunity to feed his friend. “Before I brought my
friend his portion, I would pack a lot of rice really tightly into
the bowl and sprinkle a little rice on top of it. When the
soldiers inspected the portion, it would look small and they
would allow me to bring the food to my friend.”
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Nightmares by Quyen
Truong.

“My friend went through that and survived. During the war,
he served as a Vietnamese SEAL, so he was very strong.
That’s how he withstood the camp conditions. He lives in the
US today.” My father continues to correspond with his friend
through letters and more recently, e-mail.

Occasionally, the prisoners were allowed to communicate
with loved ones. “Every three to five months, we got
permission to write home.” However, my father did not trust
the Communist postal services. “I was never sure that your
mother received all the information because sometimes they
would send the letters, sometimes they wouldn’t. Many times,
the Communists did not send the letter to Saigon but kept it at
the re-education camp. I know because a Communist man
asked me why I bothered to write; then he showed me the pile
of letters.”

“They kept the letters because they didn’t want people at
home to know the situation or news from re-education camp.
Sometimes I’d write a letter in February and a letter in May,
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but they might send the May letter first and then send the
February letter later to lose the time continuity.”

My father tried to communicate with his wife in code,
referring to memories that would indicate his whereabouts. “I
would write, ‘Here I really miss my father.’ In the past,
Grandfather worked in Lau Cai, so your mother would
understand that I was in the North near Lao Cai.”

In addition to written correspondence, prisoners were
allowed to receive two gifts and one visit annually. “The
Communists would issue a ticket, and with that ticket, we
could receive packages.” Resentment and irritation creep into
his voice. “Even so, sometimes I got the gifts, sometimes I
didn’t… When I went up to the Communist offices to clean up,
I would see opened cans of fish, labeled with your mother’s
handwriting. Then, I would know that they kept and ate
everything instead of delivering her package.”

Seeing loved ones was even more difficult. “The distance from
the South to the North was very far. Every time your mother
came to visit, she would have to take the train for three days
and four nights to get to the North. From Hanoi, she would
need to take a ferry, then walk, and then wade through deep
water to visit me. All this, for an hour visit!” Simultaneously
infuriated with the Communists and grateful for his wife, my
father marvels at the trouble Ai-Mai had to go through to visit
him. “Once in camp, she got questioned. They interviewed her
for half an hour about her education and family… Then we
got to talk to each other for half an hour. We sat so far away
from each other, our hands could not have touched if we
reached out.” During their conversation, a communist soldier
sat at the head of the table, dispelling any intimacy and
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privacy. “We could only talk about the news before they took
her away. After she left, the soldier would look through the
gifts she brought to see if there was anything worth keeping.
Then they would take it and claim to throw it out, but actually
kept the stuff for themselves.” Nevertheless, Ai-Mai made the
journey to see her husband. “Every year, your mother would
visit once.”

Prisoners learned to be resourceful with the few items they
owned. “In the North, all the clothing I wore had holes, so I
had to make my own needle and smuggle thread to mend
them.” Each year, Communists only issued one shirt and one
pair of pants. “I had to get pieces of cloth to sew another
layer of clothing, or even underwear.” Most of his clothes
were from 1975, when he initially thought he’d be in camp for
only ten days, or sent from his wife and her mother.

Despite the harsh conditions in the North, my father made the
distinction between Communists and Northerners; he never
harbored any anger towards villagers. Likewise, local people
empathized with prisoners. “Many Northerners cried when
they saw that we worked so hard. They were good people.
There was a family who lived near our camp. Every day, they
lent me their treasured ladle to get clean water.” My father
tried to return the favor. “This family had a boy who wore a
tattered shirt all the time. I saved and hid a Communist-issued
shirt that wasn’t branded to give to the boy.” However, when
he offered them the shirt, the mother thanked him but refused
the gift. “She was such a good person. She told me that I
should save the shirt because I never know when I’ll leave the
camp and need it.”
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Besides interaction with the locals, my father remembers
simple pleasures. “What was best for everyone was the
chance to bathe, because we were so dirty. Everyone desired
to bathe. Afterwards, we’d take our clothing and wash it in
the water.” Reflecting back on how they walked back to camp,
dripping wet, he feels lucky that he never caught pneumonia.

Despite the conditions, men found camaraderie and
entertainment in each other. “One time, there was theater in
camp, and I had to act and dance. The play was called ‘Nguoi
Van Do,’ which meant ‘Person Who Lived Near the Sea.’ It
was all for fun, to amuse the others. We went to a theater and
practiced, and everyone who wanted could perform. I dressed
up as a woman, wearing a dress! We only got 5 weeks to
practice and then perform the play. In the morning, we would
practice, and in the afternoons we would work. In prison
camp we only had this form of amusement.”

In camp, the dehumanization and the challenge to one’s rank
grated on many prisoners’ nerves. Before the fall of Saigon
and during the Vietnam War, My father was treated with the
respect accorded to his rank and age. “Whatever I said,
people would have to follow my orders; but when I entered
re-education camp, there would be a small kid about (my son)
Quang’s age (16) and they’d tell me this and that, and I’d
have to follow their orders. Even though I was older, they
ordered me around.” This breach of respect also countered
traditional values of deferring to one’s elders.
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Comrades in arms by
Quyen Truong.

Many prisoners became disillusioned with the new regime.
“After re-education camp, many people felt they couldn’t live
with the Communist rule, so they left. Uncle Hien served as a
General in the army and was also in re-education camp. After
he was dismissed from re-education camp, he immediately
jumped a boat (to leave Vietnam).”

“I left re-education camp in 1982. There were people who
stayed in camp even longer than I did! I stayed seven years,
and that year they had begun to dismiss people.” My father
was detained until Communists judged that the South was
stable enough to permit his release. In 1987 at least 15,000
people were still incarcerated in labor camps. When their
term of imprisonment expired, they were simply sentenced to
three or five more years of re-education. [re-education
Camps: Vietnamese Information Resource, April 16, 2003.]
My father affirms, “There were people (at the camps) for
eight, nine, ten, eleven, twelve, even thirteen years!” He feels
lucky for getting out. “I still have no idea why they let me go
when they did.” The day he was released, guards gathered all
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the prisoners and read out names. “They read the name of
one person higher-ranked than I, and I feared that I wouldn’t
be allowed to leave. Then they read my name, and I was
shocked. I stood to one side. They kept me at the camp for
another 10 days to do some work, but there was no longer a
soldier following me everywhere. I got to go bathe and work
by myself. Afterwards, I took the train to go home.”

VIETNAM. Ex-General, Fort Bragg trained, Ly Tong
Ba, after his release from 12 years in a re-education
camp. Previously commander of the South Vietnamese
25th Division, he returned to his old area of operation
in Cu Chi district to meet the National Liberation
Front guerrillas he fought against.

(Extracts from ‘The Vietnam war information’)

“ Camps Levels

The re-education camps were organized into five levels. The
level-one camps which were called as study camps or
day-study centers located mainly in major urban centers,
often in public parks, and allowed attendees to return home
each night. In those camps, some 500,000 people were
instructed about socialism, new government policy in order to
unlearn their old ways of thinking.
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The level-two camps had a similar purpose as the level-one,
but attendees were not allowed to return home for three to six
months. During the 1970s, at least 200,000 inmates entered
more than three hundred level–two camps.

The level-three re-education camps, known as the
socialist-reform camps, could be found in almost every
Southern Vietnam province containing at least 50,000
inmates. Most of them were educated people and thus less
susceptible to manipulation than most South Vietnamese in
the level-one and two camps. Therefore, the inmates (or
prisoners) in these camps had to suffer poorer living
conditions, forced labor and daily communist indoctrination.

A re-education camp in Ben Tre – southern Vietnam.
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Map of Z30A re-education camp in Xuan Loc –
southern Vietnam.

The gate at Z30A re-education camp.

Z30A re-education camp
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K4 re-education camp in Long Khanh – southern
Vietnam – built by prisoners into a park.

K4 prisoners laboured.

K4 prisoners led by the communists to work.

160



The last two types of camps were used to incarcerate more
“dangerous” southern individuals – including writers,
legislator teachers, supreme court judges, province chiefs –
until the South was stable to permit their release. By
separating members of certain social classes of the old
regime, Hanoi wanted to prevent them from conducting joint
resistances and forced them to conform to the new social
norms. In 1987, at least 15,000 “dangerous” persons were
still incarcerated level-four and level-five camps.
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VIETNAM. Ex-Colonel Phan Tai Diet, a Northerner,
who served in “Security” in Sai Gon during the war,
at the doorway of the camp’s visiting room at the
re-education camp. The woman and child were there
on a family visit.

Camp Conditions and Deaths

In most of the re-education camps, living conditions were
inhumane. Prisoners were treated with little food, poor
sanitation, and no medical care. They were also assigned to
do hard and risky work such as clearing the jungle,
constructing barracks, digging wells, cutting trees and even
mine field sweeping without necessary working equipment.

Although those hard work required a lot of energy, their
provided food portions were extremely small. As a prisoner
recall, the experience of hunger dominated every man in his
camp. Food was the only thing they talked about. Even when
they were quiet, food still haunted their thoughts, their sleep
and their dreams. Worse still, various diseases such as
malaria, beriberi and dysentery were widespread in some of
the camps. As many prisoners were weakened by the lack of
food, those diseases could now easily take away their lives.
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The foot of a beriberi patient under pressure of a
finger.

Besides swelling of feet and legs, beriberi patients
also suffer from loss of muscle function or paralysis of
the lower legs.

Starvation diet, overwork, diseases and harshly punishment
resulted in a high death rate of the prisoners. According to
academic studies of American researchers, a total of 165,000
Vietnamese people died in those camps”

Below are pictures and video when the communists staged
a ‘happy re-education camp’ for the American journalists
visiting the Z30-D Ham Tan camp in 1984. Healthy
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prisoners who were visited and supplied with food
regularly by relatives were selected to front the
journalists. A music band was on show too.
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Picture captured of prisoners laboured in
Z30D – Ham Tan in 1988 by an
international journalist after the
communists agreed to let the prisoners to
resettle in America. Standing fourth from
the left was General Lê Minh Đảo.

(Link to YouTube ‘American Journalists while visiting A
Vietnamese Communist Concentration Camp:
Camp_Z30-D_In Ham Tan district,South Vietnam’)

(Extracts from ‘Hidden Horrors of Vietnam’s Re-Education
Camps’ by Dennis R)

“What happened to the losing side in the Vietnam War?
Whatever happened to those who were left behind?

In the years following the fall of Saigon, the communist
victors exacted a cruel revenge on hundreds of thousands of
its citizens in an extensive network of re-education camps.
Executions, torture and constant, numbing brutality were
cloaked in a veil of secrecy manufactured by Hanoi. It wasn’t
until thousands of Vietnamese, including many escaped
prisoners, flowed into San Jose and other U.S. cities, that the
story began to emerge.
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More than 100 survivors of the camps who now live in San
Jose, Southern California and the Washington, D.C., area
have told me of their ordeals. They told how military,
government, business and religious leaders — people the
communists declared guilty of war crimes or who they fear
could lead a counter-revolution — lived out their lives in hard
labor, humiliation, sickness and deliberately inflicted pain.
Their stories are backed up by the findings of scholars,
government officials and human rights groups across the
United States, Europe and Asia.

The Vietnamese government admits that the camps existed
and said that it had the right to punish the inmates as war
criminals and “enemies of the people.” But Hanoi denied that
prisoners were tortured or otherwise mistreated in the camps.
However, I learned otherwise.

Ex Colonel Nguyễn Công Vĩnh was released after 13
years of ‘re-education’, regime arrive at the Saigon
railway station after a journey from the north. –
Photo by Philip Jones Griffiths Image credit manhhai.
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Newly released members of the former Saigon regime
arrive at the Saigon railway station after their
journey from the north – Photo by Philip Jones
Griffiths. Image credit manhhai.

VIETNAM. Detainees released from re-education
camps arrive at Saigon railway station to be met by
family members. The release occured during the 1988
Tet holiday.
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VIETNAM. Detainees released from re-education
camps arrive at Saigon railway station to be met by
family members. The release occured during the 1988
Tet holiday.

Hanoi:

• Executed thousands of its vanquished opponents. A report
by researchers at the University of California at Berkeley
estimated that 65,000 people were executed in the eight
years after the communist victory in 1975. The U.S. State
Department reported to Congress that “executions number
in the tens of thousands.

• Consigned as many as 500,000 people to extended stays in
the camps. Scholars believe that at one time there were as
many as 300 camps throughout Vietnam, most of them
near Hanoi or Ho Chi Minh City or Saigon.–Sent people
to the camps for indefinite terms without bringing formal
charges against them or conducting judicial proceedings
of any kind.

• Subjected prisoners to intense political harangues and
forced them to write detailed confessions of their
supposed crimes. Many prisoners said they had to revise
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their confessions dozens of times before they were
deemed acceptable. Some inmates said they were forced
to betray other prisoners for imaginary crimes in order to
prove their sincerity.

• Tortured prisoners in an attempt to get information about
political opposition, military resistance movements and
conspiracies to escape. According to the former prisoners,
the list of torture techniques included ripping out
fingernails with pliers, whipping prisoners with live
electric wires, hanging inmates from the ceiling and
beating them and forcing prisoners to drink water and then
jumping on their bloated stomachs.

• Disciplined prisoners by locking them in metal storage
boxes called connexes, where the temperature often
soared above 120 degrees. Water was sometimes denied
as punishment, and some former prisoners said they drank
their own urine. Others reported that some prisoners were
chained so long that maggots grew in the wounds on their
wrists or ankles.

• Forced inmates to perform hard labor while providing
only the most rudimentary food and medical care. Many
prisoners starved to death, while others were left to die a
lingering, painful death from disease. Conditions in those
camps are so bad that discipline for even the most minor
infraction “can result in acute suffering, permanent
physical impairment and death,” according to the State
Department.

“The communists practiced a form of genocide,” said one
former South Vietnamese army colonel speaking in his Los
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Angeles home. “The Vietnamese communists were too clever
to kill us all in a bloodbath as the Cambodia communists
did,” the colonel said. “They decided who they wanted to kill,
worked them very hard, fed them almost nothing and let
disease do the rest. There were 300 colonels in my camp
originally. When we were moved two and a half years later,
we left 37 graves behind.”

Prisoners tied to poles for days and their graves at
the re-education camp.

Prisoners suffered from
starvation and lack of

medicines.

“The communists did not want to re-educate us,” said
another former colonel from Garden Grove. “They wanted
vengeance.” In the Berkeley study, researchers Jacqueline
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Desbarats and Karl D. Jackson said the camps were a
sophisticated form of “drip death” that the communist regime
uses for “liquidating (its) class enemies.”

I went to New York to ask the Vietnamese about this at their
mission to the United Nations.Vietnamese spokesman Ha Huy
Thong called the reports of brutality in the camps “distorted”
and “fabricated.” Thong answered the allegations of torture
with a statement from Justice Minister Phan Hien.

“We pursue a benevolent and very humane policy toward (the
prisoners),” the statement said. “There are, of course,
regulations in any camp. If they are violated, it is necessary to
ensure they are respected. But we are against torture. We
punish torture. But, on the other hand, prisoners must be
punished who try to escape or destroy discipline in the camp.”
Hanoi officials said they could have tried the prisoners as war
criminals, but chose to punish most of them without formal
charges or trials “to save them from a dirty stain (that) might
be brought to bear on their families and themselves.”

“To re-educate them is to help them to realize their crimes, to
offer them an opportunity to listen to reason and to reform
themselves into honest-minded people, thus contributing to
the common cause of national reconstruction,” according to a
statement issued by the Vietnamese Foreign Ministry.

The continuing agony of thousands of Vietnamese went
unnoticed by much of the world for years because of Hanoi’s
tight control over information and access to the country. Few
Western journalists were given access to the camps. Former
prisoners said that even journalists from friendly communist
countries were permitted to visit only after the camps have
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been transformed into showpieces in which guards sometimes
masquerade as prisoners and props are brought in to create a
brighter – but false – picture.

As a condition of release, prisoners are required to swear that
they would never reveal what they experienced or saw.
However, scores of refugees who have come to the United
States over the years told me that conditions in the camps
were so brutal that some prisoners taunted guards to shoot
them to end their misery. In some cases, the guards complied.

“Often I wished I could die to end the pain,” said one torture
victim struggling to build a new life and erase old memories
in San Jose, the New Saigon. He winced at the memory. “It
was so bad, so horrible, I don’t think I will forget it even after
I am dead.”

Even sleep was not an escape. “They would beat prisoners at
night. They made noise to keep us awake,” said a former
Special Forces operative who worked for the CIA and lives
today in San Jose. “We all knew they could come for us at any
time, and our sleep was always uneasy.”

“The camp at Tay Ninh was very cruel,” said a 54-year-old
former Special Forces colonel who lives in Campbell. “I saw
two executions. It was in 1976. . . . They shot a Ranger
captain and a lieutenant by the name of Luong Thanh Tu.
There was a trial, but they brought up the coffins before it
started.”
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“I was a prisoner at Kim Son for five years. I almost died,”
said a former Qui Nhon police officer who lives in Santa Ana.
“I was locked in a connex in the hot sun. They gave me rice
but no water, and I had to drink my urine to survive.”

“In 1980 at Thanh Cam I saw about 30 Buddhist and Catholic
monks and priests chained in a special cell,” said a 45-year-
old former army major living in San Jose. “Some of them
were kept in chains so long maggots hatched where the
shackles rubbed their wrists and ankles.”

“They went out of their way to degrade us in the camps,” said
a 46-year-old former political warfare captain living in
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Garden Grove. “I had to carry human waste to the rice fields
to use as fertilizer. We could have used tools, but they made
us use our hands.”

“My arm was tied over my shoulder and behind my back
during questioning,” said a 50-year-old former
non-commissioned officer from San Jose. “There is no way to
describe the pain. I wanted to die.”

“They ignored sick people and let them die,” said a former
helicopter pilot who lives in Los Angeles. “When I was in An
Duong I slept near this guy whose whole body was infected. A
million ants were swarming all over him, and he didn’t
appear to feel a thing. Later he died.”

“I saw a man in 1976 at An Duong put in a barrel,” said a
50-year-old former colonel in Falls Church, Va. “The guards
beat on it and drove him crazy by doing this every day for two
weeks.”

“I think the mental torture was the worst,” said another
former colonel living in Falls Church. “They would humiliate
us, forcing us to bow to them while they insulted us. They
would wake us up in the middle of the night for this. This went
on for years and it was very painful.”

The residual brutality against the Vietnamese who supported
the Americans and the Saigon regime may explain why the
Vietnamese, who never left en masse during centuries of
occupation by the Chinese, French and Japanese, today are
pouring out of their homeland by the thousands.

Although the U.S. government knew of the suffering of the
people who were its staunchest supporters during the war, it
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did little to spotlight the problem, relying on little-publicized
reports, low-key, talks and occasional congressional
resolutions. When U.S. officials asked in 1987 that the
re-education camp prisoners be released to settle here in the
U.S. Hanoi finally agreed.But an official told me that Hanoi
had done nothing wrong by imprisoning the losing side in the
war. “It is Vietnam’s right to punish these criminals as the
European countries did with the elements who had
cooperated with Hitler. It is the legitimate right of all states to
protect their national rights.”

(Extracts from ‘The Indochina Newsletter (Burlingame,
California), Feb.-March 1982,Issue No. 24’ – A FORM OF
TORTURE: FOOD DEPRIVATION, by Cao Ngoc Phuong)

“The policy described by these witnesses is very simple: the
prisoners are given so little to eat that they can never think of
anything but food. Their labor requires great energy, but the
portion of food provided them is extremely small. Even just
after a meal, prisoners feel like they have not even started to
eat yet.
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Listen to this from the South Vietnamese writer who is a
personal friend of mine: “In my forced labor camp in the
highlands, the event that dominates everything is the
experience of hunger. We are hungry permanently. All we can
think about, day and night, is eating! During the first days of
the harvest season we are allowed almost our fill of corn and
manioc roots. But that lasts only a few days. During these
days there are shining eyes and smiles. But very soon the
camp administration shuts up the eating. The shining eyes and
smiles disappear. We feel hungry again, so hungry that we
think of nothing else. Many of us catch lizards to eat,
knowing they provide proteins. Very soon the lizards of the
whole area were exterminated. I know of a prisoner who one
night caught a millipede on the ceiling, hid it under the mat,
and in the morning roasted it on a fire and ate it. He said it
was as good as a roast shrimp. There are those who are very
clever to invent devices to catch mice and birds; they will
roast and eat them while others watch with envy. Others
catch grasshoppers and crickets. Whenever someone catches
a snake, that is a feast. In our conversation, we only talk
about eating and how to find things to eat. When we do not
talk about eating, we silently think about eating. As soon as
we finish lunch, we begin to imagine the supper awaiting us
when we return from the fields: The food put into the mouth is
like one breath of air blown into a vast empty house. What
little food is given is chewed very slowly. Still, it makes no
difference – we feel even hungrier after eating. Even in our
sleep, our dreams are haunted by food. There are those who
chew noisily in their dreams…”
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“Such food as mice, rats, birds, snakes, grasshoppers, must
be caught and eaten secretly. It is forbidden, and if the camp
guards learn about it, the prisoners will be punished.”

“I was assigned to carry sand and pebbles from the stream to
the camp so that other prisoners can make bricks. I balanced
two baskets with a stick across my shoulder. One day, by
digging in the sand, I saw a beautiful white egg. I bent down,
used my hand as a spade, and unearthed fifteen of these eggs.
On my way back to the camp, I shared them with some of the
younger prisoners. Everyone believed they were tortoise eggs.
After boiling them, we discovered small reptiles already
formed inside. They were hard to swallow, but we all tried to
eat to get some protein in our body. During the period of my
assignment to carry sand and pebbles I had the opportunity to
try different kinds of young leaves. There are young leaves of
yellow color, I chewed them and had the feeling that they
possessed some protein. I also found the tips of some bamboo
right on the edge of the spring. Bamboo has a sour taste. Even
so, I ate many of these, hoping that they might provide some
vitamin C.”

The memoirs of my writer-friend whose pen name is Ho
Khanh) were smuggled out and sent to me by a friend of his,
who escaped the country by sea on a small boat. Ho Khanh
had been arrested already in 1976. The La Boi Publishing
House in Paris has published some extracts in October ’81,
and will publish the whole document in Vietnamese in a few
months.

Another friend of mine, named Chau, is now in a
concentration camp in Nghe An. He asked me through his
wife living in Ho Chi Minh City to send him a bottle of Super
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Levure Gayelord Hauser tablets so that he can calm down his
hunger. This is a kind of dietetic yeast tablet used by French
ladies to suppress their appetite when they want to lose
weight. Chau hopes that a tablet of Superlevure taken with a
lot of water will help him forget his hunger. I have sent
several bottles of these pills, and hope they may help!

It is cold in the mountainous areas, not only in the winter, but
also in spring and autumn. Prisoners wonder how government
cadres can bathe in the chilly spring water without showing
any feeling of cold, while the prisoners themselves, with
clothes on and sitting near a fire, shiver so much. Nguyen Chi
Thien wrote in a poem:

“We work hard and can never relax, afraid of being beaten
all year around, our food is roots, leaves and salt.
Government cadres and security officers
undress and bathe happily in the spring.
We, sitting near a fire, still shiver…”
(Nhung ghi chep vung vat)

On a day of the peanut harvest, it rained and the peanuts were
mixed with mud. Prisoners working in the fields tried to eat
some raw nuts. They did not have the time to take the nuts out
of the shells; there was not even time to wipe the mud out of
the shell:

“Last night it rained all night
This morning unearthed peanuts
are dirty, full of mud.
Not afraid of germs, not afraid of sickness,
this is a great opportunity!
Prisoners quickly put them into their mouths

179



and chew them in great hurry.
I hear the chewing all around me:
One part peanut and two parts mud.”
(Troi Mua Tam Ta)

That was a lucky day. Another day:

“Our team was harvesting peanuts in the field
Watched carefully by a government cadre.
For one short moment the cadre looked another way
and a prisoner swallowed some peanuts
together with their shells.
But he was caught
and beaten with a gun
until his swollen face was bleeding
and his teeth came out.”
(Toan toi ro lac)

At another season, in order to prevent prisoners from eating
peanut seeds:

“They mixed the peanut seeds
in ash and manure
to prevent prisoners from eating.
It did not work!
They mixed the seeds with DDT-poison
(now let the prisoners dare to eat!)
Still, dozens of pounds disappeared.
But the poisoned peanut seeds
could not grow, not one came out!
This is the way the Party

180



realized the Winter-Spring Project.”
(Lac Giong Dem Trong)

The book by Nguyen Chi Thien has about 350 poems with
over 4,000 verses. Most concern the hunger of prisoners.
These poems were written from jail to jail and in several
re-education camps during 20 years in North Vietnam. One
day it happened to Thien that his bowl of rice mixed with
roots tipped over. The food scattered on the muddy ground.
Five or six prisoners rushed to the spot, trampling each other
in their frenzy, and
fighting each other for that bit of food. The aim of the policy,
prisoners believe, is to hurt them both physically and morally,
making them lose their personality and turn beasts. As Thien
writes:

“From ape to man, the process took millions of years
From man to ape, will it take so many?
People of the world, come and visit
concentration camps in the heart of distant jungles!
Naked prisoners, bathing together in herds
living in stinking darkness with lice and mosquitoes,
fighting each other for one piece
of manioc root or sweet potato,
chained shot, dragged, beaten
torn up at the will of their captors,
thrown away for the rats to gnaw.
These apes are not swift,
they are slow in their movements
they are not like the apes
that descended from ancient times.
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These apes are hungry and thin as toothpicks,
yet they produce the nation’s wealth all year long
People of the world, please come and visit!
(Tu Vuon Len Nguoi)

Thien says that under the new regime the manioc root has
become as precious as the ginseng root. He admits that when
chance comes:

“I can devour several pounds of raw manioc root
as if they were pieces of chocolate.
You are impressed? You say that I am more talented than an
ox?
No, it is just that I am an inmate
of a Vietnamese Communist Prison.
In the cold winter when the wind is roaring in fury
I jump into the icy stream to fish up bamboo trunks.
Do you think my skin is made of leather, my bones of iron?
No, it is just that I am living in a Vietnamese Communist
Prison.”
(Toi co the)

Human rights, to Thien, are simply human dignity. The food
deprivation policy strips people of their dignity:

“My ideal, my glory, my dream, my love,
all these are remote and abstract things!
I confess to you that we, hungry prisoners,
only dream of being as well fed as animals.
Why? Our dream to be Man, alas,
has ceased to be a possibility;
that dream has led us to prison.
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Now, only four things on this earth are meaningful:
Rice, manioc roots, potatoes and corn.
These four things bind us, harrass us, torture us,
They never leave us in peace.”
(Tu Chuong Tren Doi)

Thien complains that prisoners are exploited to the marrow
for economic ends:

“If you count the number of prisoners
If you see the amount of work they do
If you see how much food each one gets
You will realize how big an economic resource
the detention system is.”
(Nhung ghi chep vung vat 78)

It is very difficult to survive under these conditions. When
prisoners get sick, with no medical care, many die. In the
mountainous areas, all over the country, there are prisoners’
graves:

“The Ho Chi Minh era
is characterized
by hunger and misery
by soldier graves
and by prisoners’ graves.”
(Nhung ghi chep vung vat 51)

Nguyen Chi Thien was arrested in 1959 in North Vietnam
because he once expressed his discontent with government
policy. He spent 20 years going from prison to prison and to
several re-education camps. He was condemned to forced
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labor and tortured by the practice of food deprivation, in
order to make him feel like an animal.

He is only one of the tens of thousands of people living and
dying in the concentration camps far off in the jungles of
Vietnam, as a punishment for the fact that they could not
unconditionally condone government policy.

The poetry of Nguyen Chi Thien has been smuggled out of the
country by a diplomat and will be published under the title
“Tieng Vong Tu Day Vuc”. I hope that many people, also
outside Vietnam, will listen to his voice and realised the secret
suffering in Vietnamese prisons and concentration camps,
so that we may seek a way to end this kind of torture and
destruction of human dignity.

• Cao Ngoc Phuong
Alkmaar, Holland
Dec. 14, 1981

(Editor’s note: Cao Ngoc Phuong is co-chairman of the
Vietnamese Buddhist Peace Delegation in France, the
overseas representative of the Unified Buddhist Church of
Viet Nam.)

(Link to YouTube ‘Vietnam: Hanoi shows off military and
‘re-education camp” where they said 3,000 prisoners refused
to go home and applied to stay after being released!)

(Link to YouTube ‘Prison camp Heaven Gate’)

(Extracts from Camp Z30-D: The survivors published on
March 1, 2002 by Anh Do, Tran Phan, and Eugene Garcia)

184

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=ywcvydplRSg
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=ywcvydplRSg
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=ywcvydplRSg
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=XexIA1H8Ytw
http://dartcenter.org/content/camp-z30-d-survivors#.U9Q8aeNdV8F
http://dartcenter.org/content/camp-z30-d-survivors#.U9Q8aeNdV8F


“* An estimated 1 million people were imprisoned without
formal charges or trials.

• 165,000 people died in the Socialist Republic of
Vietnam’s re-education camps, according to published
academic studies in the United States and Europe.

• Thousands were abused or tortured: their hands and legs
shackled in painful positions for months, their skin slashed
by bamboo canes studded with thorns, their veins injected
with poisonous chemicals, their spirits broken with stories
about relatives being killed.

• Prisoners were incarcerated for as long as 17 years,
according to the U.S. Department of State, with most
terms ranging from three to 10 years.

• At least 150 re-education prisons were built after Saigon
fell 26 years ago.

• One in three South Vietnamese families had a relative in a
re-education camp.
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Vietnamese government officials declined to be questioned but
agreed to release a statement about the camps:

“After the southern part of Vietnam was liberated, those
people who had worked for and cooperated with the former
government presented themselves to the new government.
Thanks to the policy of humanity, clemency and national
reconciliation of the State of Vietnam, these people were not
punished.

“Some of them were admitted to re-education facilities in
order to enable them to repent their mistakes and reintegrate
themselves into the community.”

Officially, 34,641 former prisoners and 128,068 of their
relatives fled to America, according to the State Department.
At least 2,000 former inmates live in Orange County.

And the legacy of the prisons continues today.

Authors, artists, journalists and monks are routinely arrested
and jailed across Vietnam, human-rights activists say.

In Orange County, many former inmates wake up in the dark,
shaking from nightmares. Others find themselves
sleepwalking, aimlessly wandering. Some live in fear, trusting
only family.

Dozens of former prisoners declined to be interviewed by The
Orange County Register, saying they worry about reprisals
against relatives who remain in their homeland. Most asked
not to be named.
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Some agreed to tell their tales, then hid when they heard
knocks on the door. Still others shared their stories only to
regret it later, the searing memories too much to bear.

In refugee enclaves throughout the United States, anger and
hatred toward the Hanoi government are common. There are
ongoing boycotts of Vietnamese goods, especially in Orange
County, where more than 250,000 immigrants settled, forming
the nation’s largest Vietnamese population.

Some survivors, however, are beginning to speak out, to give
testimony to their treatment and to those who died.”

General Lê Minh Đảo (left) who now resides in
America was imprisoned for 17 years, converted to
Catholicism in jail, and whose wife and nine children
escaped by sea in 1979, talked to BBC journalist.

(Extracts from ‘RE-EDUCATION IN UNLIBERATED
VIETNAM: LONELINESS, SUFFERING AND DEATH’ in
THE INDOCHINA NEWSLETTER published
October-November 1982, by Ginetta Sagan and Stephen
Denney)

“In preparation for this report, we have interviewed over 200
former prisoners from Vietnam’s re-education camps and
examined all available articles from the Hanoi press and the
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Western press on the camps. The picture that emerges from
our research is of hard-labour camps where hunger and
disease predominate, where prisoners are harshly punished
for minor infractions of camp rules, subjected to political
indoctrination and forced to write long “confessions”
denouncing themselves and others for alleged misdeeds in the
past.

The Precedent in the North

According to Hoang Son, a spokesman for the Hanoi regime,
the use of “re-education” camps began in North Vietnam in
1961, at a time, he says, when the United States and the South
Vietnamese government of Ngo Dinh Diem had sabotaged the
1954 Geneva Accords, and were attempting to incite rebellion
among “counter-revolutionary elements” in the North, most
notably among former members of the pro-French army and
government that existed during the colonial period. Son cited
acts that threatened public security, such as “economic
sabotage” and attempted assassinations of Party cadres. It
was under these circumstances, said Son, that the DRV
(“Democratic Republic of Vietnam”) enacted on 20 June
1961 Resolution 49-NQTVQH, with the task of concentrating
for educational reform “counter-revolutionary elements who
continue to be culpable of acts which threaten public
security.”.

The hundreds of thousands of Vietnamese who have been
imprisoned in re-education camps since 1975 basically fall
into two categories:
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(1) Those who have been detained in re-education camps
since 1975 because they collaborated with the other side
during the war, and

(2) Those who have been arrested in the years since 1975 for
attempting to exercise such democratic freedoms as those
mentioned in Article 11 of the 1973 Paris Agreements.

In other words, both categories of prisoners are held in direct
violation of Article 11 of the 1973 Paris Agreements, an
international treaty, and therefore of international law.

Thus we see that hundreds of thousands of Vietnamese have
been detained in re-education camps since 1975 not for any
specific individual deeds, but for the act of collaborating with
the other side during the war. This applies not only to
top-ranking government officials and military officers of the
former regime in South Vietnam, but also to more ordinary
people such as medical doctors conscripted into the army
(like Dr. Ninh), who were told that in treating sick and
wounded soldiers, they had committed the crime of
“strengthening the puppet forces.” College graduates, who
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attended officer’s training school, as required by law, and
then became RVN reserve military officers were also sent to
the re-education camps. Others sent to the camps in June of
1975 included nearly 400 writers, poets and journalists and
over 2,000 religious leaders, including 194 Buddhist,
Catholic and Protestant chaplains,and 516 Catholic priests
and fathers.(13). Even leaders of the opposition to
U.S.-supported regimes, such as the legislator Tran Van
Tuyen (who died after three years imprisonment) were sent to
the camps.

Furthermore, Amnesty International has appealed to Hanoi
on behalf of many writers, scholars, priests, human rights
activists and others who had no connection with the Thieu
regime or previous South Vietnamese governments supported
by the U.S., yet were arrested “months and even years after
the end of military conflict in April 1975.” Amnesty
International believes that “many were detained for the
nonviolent expression of views critical of the present
government.”‘(14). Under the present legal system in
Vietnam, the government can, in political cases, detain an
individual for up to twelve months for interrogation without
formal charge or trial.(15). Some Vietnamese, such as leaders
of the Unified Buddhist Church arrested in April 1977 have
been held for interrogation for much longer than twelve
months. Following this period, the prisoner may be (1)
released with a formal warning, (2) sent to a re-education
camp in accordance with the 1961 Resolution 49, or (3)
brought to trial.
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Camp Conditions

Most of the former prisoners we have interviewed have been
in between three and five different re-education camps. It is
our belief that the movement of prisoners from one camp to
another may be intended to delay Vietnamese from knowing
the whereabouts of their relatives in the camps and to prevent
prisoners from forming bonds of friendship with each other or
with some of the guards. Some of the camps are administered
by the military, some by the security police, and some by both.
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When foreign delegations visit the camps, the prisoners are
briefed on what to say to the visitors. In some cases, about
half of the prisoners would be taken out to the fields or
jungles to hide until the delegates departed. We know of at
least one case where government agents pretended to be
prisoners during a visit.(20). In another case, a prisoner was
punished for reading a prepared statement to a visiting
delegation rather than memorizing it.(21)

Dermot Kinlen, a distinguished Irish lawyer who led a
delegation to Vietnam for nine days in April of 1980 noted
that the camps his delegation visited “were exactly the same
camps as Amnesty had visited some months earlier and had
also been visited by other groups. It is a pity that only three
camps are available for inspection.” In all of the camps they
visited, he said, most of the inmates “were not seen as they
were absent at fieldwork.” Kinlen also said: “Aa a lawyer of
thirty years experience and as a prison visitor and having
made a study of penology I am satisfied that there is
wholesale and widespread violation of human rights in
Vietnam. The retention of an uncertain but large number of
people without trial in detention and forcing them to do
forced labor and subjecting them to indoctrination and
depriving them of support and social contact with their
families and friends, and providing inadequate medical
facilities, and denying them any spiritual administration and
allowing them no intellectual exercise other than the
absorption of selected texts for the purpose of indoctrination
are all negations of human rights.”(23)

Camp Routine
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While it is true that conditions vary widely in the camps, we
have also found a depressing quality of similarity with regard
to certain features of the re-education camps, which appear to
be universal. These include an emphasis on political
indoctrination and mandatory “confessions” during the early
stages of re-education, heavy and often dangerous physical
labor, and widespread disease due to a severe lack of food
and medical care. The variations occur mainly with regard to
the various forms of physical mistreatment inflicted on the
prisoners, but even here there are certain features widely
practiced,such as placing recalcitrant prisoners in “connex”
boxes, metal air freight containers left behind by the United
States, or in dark cellar underground.

During the early phase of re-education, lasting from a few
week to a few months, inmates were subjected to intensive
political indoctrination. Subjects studied included the
exploitation by “American imperialism” of workers in other
countries, the glory of labour, the inevitable victory of
Vietnam, led by the Communist Party, over the U.S., and the
generosity of the new government toward the “rebels” (those
who fought on the other aide during the war). There were a
total of nine courses, of variable length. Each course would
begin with lectures from the political cadres, lasting one or
two days, and following this the inmates would divide into
closely supervised groups where they would discuss
the lesson over the next five to seven days and write essays
summarizing each lesson. According to Ngo Trung Trong, a
former inmate in a camp for low-ranking RVN officers, the
discussions would last four hours in the morning and four
hours in the afternoon. In the afternoon sessions, the prisoners
were required to repeat the contents of the lectures. (24)
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The nine-course political indoctrination session generally
lasted about two months, in the summer of 1975. Political
indoctrinationclasses have continued since then, but with
much less emphasis. A former inmate of Xuyen Moc camp in
southern Vietnam reports that the subsequent indoctrination
has consisted mainly of dividing prisoners into small groups
in the evenings to review their work through mutual criticism
and self- criticism – but this conversation never continues
beyond the guards’ presence.(25)

Another feature emphasized during the early stage of
re-education, but continued throughout one’s imprisonment, is
confession of one’s alleged misdeeds in the past. In a March
1981 memorandum to
Amnesty International, the Hanoi government said “in all
cases of people being sent to re-education camps, the
competent Vietnamese authorities have established files
recording the criminal acts
committed by the people concerned.”(26) These files were
established through the mandatory confessions and
denunciation of others.

All prisoners in the camps are required to write confessions,
no matter how trivial their alleged crimes might be. Mail
clerks, for example, were told that they were guilty of aiding
the “puppet war machinery” through circulating the mail,
while religious chaplains were found guilty of providing
spiritual comfort and encouragement to the enemy troops.(27)
A reserve military officer who taught Vietnamese literature in
high school was told that he had “misled a whole generation
of innocent children.”(28)
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Besides confessing such “crimes”, prisoners had to write their
autobiography and disclose their financial assets as described
by a former prisoner: “You had to write the story of your life,
including your father, grandfather and children, describing
their fortunes, how everyone died, what they owned, including
television, radio, camera. New ones had to be written twice
each month, both in re-education and in prison. If they found
you had left something out that you had included earlier, you
were in trouble. You would have to write new confessions
many times each day. Each confession was about 20 pages
handwritten.”(29) Following the written confessions were the
public confessions in which prisoners would confess their
“crimes” before the camp authorities and other prisoners.
Prisoners were encouraged to
criticize each other’s confessions, said a former prisoner,
which was “very effective in getting us to hate each other.”
The more “crimes” a prisoner confessed, the more he is
praised as “progressive” by camp authorities.

The incessant demand for confessions places much pressure
on the prisoners, leading to insanity in some cases. A former
prisoner who had previously been a medical doctor said he
saw “many cases – screaming, yelling people.” Despite his
medical experience, he was not allowed to treat them.(30)

The purpose of these confessions has not only been to produce
a sense of guilt in the prisoners and to establish files on them,
but also to get the prisoners to denounce other former
soldiers and government officials who had not yet reported
for re- education. The government has been very concerned
about the hundreds of thousands of Vietnamese who have not
yet reported.
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“Labor is Glory”

Much emphasis in the re-education camps is placed on
“productive labour.” Such labour was described by SRV
spokesman Hoang Son as “absolutely necessary” for
re-education because “under the former regime, they (the
prisoners) represented the upper strata of society and got rich
under US patronage. They could but scorn the working
people. Now the former social order has been turned upside
down, and after they have finished their stay in camps they
have to earn their living by their own labour and live in a
society where work is held in honor.”(31) Thus, in the eyes of
the Vietnamese rulers, “productive labor” is a necessary
aspect in the overturning of the social order. Yet in examining
the conditions under which this labor takes place, it seems that
there is also an element of revenge.

The labour is mostly hard physical work, some of it very
dangerous, such as mine field sweeping. No equipment is
provided for this extremely risky work, and as a result, many
prisoners have been killed or wounded in mine field
explosions. Other work includes cutting trees, planting corn
and root crops, clearing the jungle, digging wells, latrines
and garbage pits, and constructing barracks within the camp
and fences around it. The inmates are generally organized
into platoons and work units, where they are forced to
compete with each other for better records and work
achievements. This has pushed inmates to exhaustion and
nervousness a former prisoners said: “Each person and
group had to strive to surpass or at least fulfill the norms set
by camp authorities, or they would be classified as `lazy’ and
ordered to do ‘compensation work’ on Sundays.”(32) Other
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prisoners who missed their quota have been shackled and
placed in solitary confinement cells.(33)

The duration of the work has generally been eight hours a
day, six days a week, which might not seem so bad, except the
work is done in the hot tropical sun, by prisoners who are
poorly nourished and receive little or no medical care. The
poor health,combined with hard work, mandatory confessions
and political indoctrination, makes life very difficult for
prisoners inVietnam, and has contributed to a high death rate
in the camps.

Food and Medical Supplies

“My ideal, my glory, my dream, my love,
All these are remote and abstract things!
I confess to you that we, hungry prisoners,
Only dream of being as well fed as animals.
Why? Our dream to be Man, alas,
Has ceased to be a possibility;
That dream has led us to prison.
Now, only four things on the earth are meaningful:
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Rice, manioc roots, potatoes and corn.
These four things bind us, harass us, torture us,
They never leave us in peace.”(34)

It was acknowledged by the government spokesman Hoang
Son in his 1980 essay that while poverty is a serious problem
throughout the country, “Neither food nor housing conditions
can be considered as satisfactory in some of the camps.”
However, Son maintains that such conditions are “equally
shared by the inmates and their guards.”(35). Former
prisoners would use stronger language in describing the lack
of food in the camps, and deny that there is such equal
sharing. Former prisoners believe that the government
deliberately keeps the prisoners on low rations in order to
weaken their ability to unite and resist camp policies, so all
they think about will be the next meal.(36)

Since the inmates were originally told in 1975 to bring
enough food for up to 30 days, food supplies were generally
adequate for the first few weeks, but have gradually
deteriorated since that time. Prisoners interviewed in 1976
and 1977 reported that the typical diet was only one or two
bowls of rice a day with no meat and few vegetables.(37)
Since then, the diet has become even worse, shifting from rice
to corn and root crops – especially common in the diet now is
manioc, a starchy root crop which has little nutritive value
other than filling one’s stomach. Besides salt and water, the
total amount of food for each prisoner is about 400 to 500
grams a day, and much of it is spoiled. There is virtually no
protein in the diet, except on rare occasions, perhaps two or
three times a year on holidays such as Ho Chi Minh’s
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birthday, the Lunar New Year or Independence day, when the
diet is supplemented by a few tiny morsels of meat.(38) Under
such conditions, prisoners are constantly preoccupied with
food.

The lack of food has caused severe malnutrition for many
prisoners and weakened their resistance to various diseases.
Most common among the diseases are malaria, beriberi and
dysentery.(40) Tuberculosis is also widespread in some of the
camps. Medical supplies are generally nonexistent in the
camps and medical care is very inadequate, usually limited to
a poorly trained medic and perhaps a few prisoners who had
formerly been medical doctors. The result is a high death rate
from diseases. A prisoner in Dam Duong camp of Ha Nam
Ninh province, for example, witnessed twenty deaths,
including three cases of intestinal haemorrhage in which
prisoners died because there was no plasma.(41) In Tun Hoa
camp, about thirty prisoners (out of a camp population of
5,000) died of illness in the last three or four months of
1978.(42). Some seriously ill prisoners have been allowed to
go to hospitals outside the camp or return to their families.
But others have not, and many have died in the camps,
without their families even being notified. It is official
government policy, as stated in the 1976 PRG decree No.
02/CS-76 that terminally ill prisoners will be allowed to
return to their families. Yet Amnesty International has
brought to Hanoi’s attention cases of such prisoners not
allowed to return. One such prisoner was Truong Van Truoc,
who “died in August 1980 of stomach cancer in a detention
camp, 90A TD 63/TC, Doi 11, Thanh Hoa.” Another prisoner
AI mentioned was the writer Ho Huu Tuong, who was sick for
several months, but not transferred to a hospital until June 2,
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1980: “He died only three weeks later, just after he was
finally given permission to return to his family.”(43)

Rules and Punishment

The authorities seek to maintain strict control over the
thoughts of the prisoners, and to this end forbid prisoners from
keeping and reading books or magazines of the former regime,
reminiscing in conversation about “imperialism and the
puppet south,” singing old love songs of the former regime,
discussing political questions (outside authorized discussions),
harbouring “reactionary” thoughts or possessing
“superstitious” beliefs. It is also forbidden to be impolite to
the cadres of the camp, and
this rule has been abused to the point where the slightest
indication of a lack of reverence to the cadres has been
interpreted as rudeness and therefore harshly punished.

Violations of these and other rules lead to various forms of
punishment, including being tied up in contorted positions,
shackled in connex boxes or dark cells, forced to work extra
hours or reduced food rations. Many prisoners have been
beaten, some to death, or subjected to very harsh forms of
punishment due to the cruelty of certain camp officials and
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guards. Some have been executed, especially for attempting to
escape. Some of the most brutal treatment occurs in camps in
southern Vietnam around
the Mekong delta, where guards apparently have no fear of
any reprimand for mistreating the prisoners.(44)

The connex boxes vary in size, but are generally large enough
to accommodate a few prisoners crowded together. Some of
the containers are made of wood, some of metal. The metal
containers can become unbearable in the hot sun, prisoners
can pass out or die under such circumstances.(45)

Solitary confinement cells are also common in the camps,
such as the Gia Ray camp, where prisoners can receive ten
days solitary for minor infractions, fifteen for making
“reactionary statements” and one year (or the death penalty)
for attempting to escape the camp. Prisoners in these daring
cells are forced to eat and sleep on the spot, and carry out
bodily functions while shackled to the wall.(46) Prisoners in
such cells in Ham Tam camp (Thuan Hai province) lie on the
floor with their legs raised and
feet locked in wooden stocks.(47) In a camp in Nghe Tinh,
Thanh Chuong district of Nghe Tinh province, some prisoners
in the dark cells had their hands and feet tied so tightly that
they became afflicted with gangrene and lost their hands or
feet or died.(48)

Other forms of confinement include tiger cage cells and
abandoned wells. A prisoner in Long Khanh camp (a southern
camp for low-ran-ding officers) was put in such a well for five
days because he sang “Silent Night” on Christmas Eve,
1975.(49) In some camps, such as Ben Gia, ditches, called
“living graves” by the prisoners, are dug around the outer
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perimeter, away from the main camp, but visible from the
watchtower. Prisoners confined to these ditches in Ben Gia
were fed once daily a bowl of rice or
sorghum and water.(50)

Other forms of torture were reported by a former prisoner of
Dam Duong camp, composed of around 1,000 prisoners, with
200 Montagnards (tribal highlanders):

• The Honda : with the prisoner’s hands and feet tied
together, he is hung and swung to and fro while beaten.
Nausea and vomiting often follow.

The Auto : the prisoner is tied “butterfly” style with thumbs
tied together behind the back; one arm over the shoulder and
the other pulled around the trunk of the body. In another
version of this the prisoner’s outstretched legs are tied by the
toes to the two middle fingers of the hands of the outstretched
arms. A prisoner could be kept in such positions for weeks or
even months.

The Airplane : the prisoner is tied either standing to a pole,
lying down, or sitting on cement for various periods,
depending on the prisoner’s “mistakes” – one week,
sometimes longer, sometimes a few days.

As one would expect, prisoners released after such treatment
are often unable to walk.(51)
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A case where the airplane method was applied was described
by Nguyen Ngoc Ngan in his book, The Will of Heaven . This
case occurred in May of 1977 at Bu Gia Map camp, located in
a malarial jungle area near the Cambodian border. Tru, a
prisoner, became angry when he saw a guard using the flag of
the former government of South Vietnam as a dustcloth. He
took the flag out of the guard’s hand and yelled at him for
desecrating it. The next day, Tru was brought before the
prisoners in a “people’s court,” but instead of confessing his
“crime”, Tru remained unrepentant, praising the flag and
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criticizing the communists. The out- raged camp commander
sentenced Tru to be tied to a wooden column outdoors,
standing upright for three months. He was gagged and his
hands were tied behind the back and around the post, his
wrists lashed tightly with telephone wire. The wire cut
through his flesh by the end of the first day. Forced to stand
bareheaded all day long in the hot sun and the unusually cool
nights of the highlands, plagued by mosquitos, Tru contacted
malaria by the second week and became seriously ill. After a
month, Tru was untied and carried to meet the camp
commander’s superior who was visiting the camp that day,
and was given one more chance to repent. But Tru remained
unrepentant and was taken out of the camp the next day.(52)

It has been acknowledged by Hanoi that violence has in fact
been directed against the prisoners, although it maintains that
these are isolated cases and not indicative of general camp
policy.(53) Former prisoners, on the other hand, report
frequent beatings for minor infractions, such as missing work
because of illness. In some cases, prisoners have been beaten
to death, such as Colonel Pham Ba Ham. Accused of helping
an escape attempt of other prisoners, he was bludgeoned
before the other prisoners and leftwithout any medical
treatment until he died.(54) Another prisoner, a former
non-commissioned RVN officer, insulted leaders of the
Vietnamese Communist Party while delirious with fever and
was beaten to death with chains.(55)

Prisoners have been executed, most commonly for attempting
to escape the camps. In some cases, the caught prisoners are
tried by “People’s Courts” held before the other prisoners
and then killed.(56)
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Suicides appear to be fairly common in the camps. In one
camp, a pharmacist who ended a letter to his wife asking her
to pray for his return was brought before the other prisoners
and berated for relying upon God for his release. For the next
several nights he was interrogated by camp authorities, until
he committed suicide. His family was not notified of his
death.(57)

The Prisoners and Their Families

Family visits are important not only because of the personal
need for prisoners and their loved ones to have contact with
each other, but also because the families can bring food to
their relatives in some of the camps. It has been reported that
the prisoners in these camps could not survive without such
food.(58) However, the government does not allow many
visits. As of 1980, official regulations stated that prisoners in
the camps could be visited by their immediate family once
every three months.(59).
The duration of the visits are not long, reported by former
prisoners to last from 15 to 30 minutes.(60) Moreover, family
visits can be suspended for prisoners who break rules: and it
has also been said that only families who have proven their
loyalty to the regime are allowed visiting privileges.(61) In its
1980 memorandum to the Hanoi government, Amnesty
International expressed its concern that visiting privileges are
dependent on the prisoner’s conduct and “progress in
re-education,” and stated its belief that “a prisoner’s rights to
visits and correspondence should be inviolable and in no way
conditional, except in cases of serious violations of camp
discipline and then only for a limited period.”(62) AI also said
that if “visits by family or a lawyer are not allowed, an officer
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may feel secure when ill-
treating a prisoner, knowing that no one concerned about the
prisoner’s interests will see him or her soon and notice any
signs of physical or mental deterioration. (63)

The families of the prisoners are regarded as responsible for
the acts of the prisoners before 1975. According to the Hanoi
spokesman Hoang Son, 1.3 million Vietnamese were part of
the military or administrative apparatus of South Vietnam,
members of “so-called” political parties or of mass
organizations which Son says were American-controlled. On
the basis of this estimate, and on the estimate that there are
an average of five members to each Vietnamese family, Son
concluded that there were 6.5 million Vietnamese who were
“compromised” by ties with the non- communist regime in
South Vietnam.(64) As a result of such logic, not only the
prisoners, but also their families, suffer discrimination
inaccess to health care, employment and higher
education.(65)

As a way of redeeming their relatives for their past activities,
families of Vietnamese ordered to report to the re- education
camps were told in 1975 that they should “urge their dear ones
to devote themselves to reform study.” (66). In order to attain
the release of their imprisoned relatives, to demonstrate that
they are good families, they have been pressured to move to
the new economic zones.(67) Some families of the prisoners
have had their food ration cards revoked until agreeing to
move to these
areas.(68)

The new economic zones are theoretically for a good purpose,
to increase food production, but actually are more like
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concentration camps located in malarial jungle areas where
the land is very difficult to cultivate. Conditions in these areas
are therefore not so different from life in the re- education
camps – living under harsh conditions and in isolated areas.
Thus, thousands of Vietnamese have fled these areas and
returned to the cities. In doing so, they become non-persons in
the eyes of the state, ineligible for food rations, an approved
job, or housing. Living in makeshift shelters on the streets of
Saigon alone are as many as 15,000 to 20,000 such people,
according to a reporter who visited the country in 1980.(69)

Besides being pressured to move to the new economic zones,
families of the prisoners have also been pressured to give up
all their possessions to the state and work extra hours in
order to demonstrate that they are good families so that their
relatives can be released.(70)

Just arrived at the new economic zone.
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The new economic zone (NEZ).

A house at the new economic zone.
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The communists forced families of former
soldiers to move to the new economic
zones.

Children at the new economic zone.

Release Policy

The policy of releasing prisoners from the re-education camps
of Vietnam has been a story of broken promises. The
existence of the camps is itself a broken promise because it
violates Article 11 of the 1973 Paris Agreements, which
specifically prohibits such imprisonment. Another broken
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promise, as we have already noted, occurred when the
Vietnamese who had reported for re-education in June of
1975 were not released within 30 days, as had been clearly
implied by the new regime when it issued the order to report.
In June of 1976, the Provisional Revolutionary Government
of South Vietnam, in one of its last policy announcements
before the official reunification of Vietnam, stated that those
in the camps would either be tried or released after three years
imprisonment. But this promise was also broken.

Articles that appeared in Saigon Giai Phong (Liberated
Saigon) of Ho Chi Minh City on August 24, Sept. 7,20,24 and
30, and Dec. 11 and 25, 1975, discussed categories of
prisoners that could be released at that time. The August 24
SGP article said certain groups of prisoners were eligible for
release. These included prisoners with close relatives
(parents, spouse, siblings) who were revolutionary cadres or
had “merit toward the revolution in the locality,” and
scientific and technical specialists who did not “commit
crimes” or participate in non-communist political parties or
organizations. The Sept. 7 SGP article added another
category of prisoners eligible for release: old people, people
seriously ill and pregnant women. However, as with the other
categories, it stressed that “first and foremost” prisoners
must have shown “progress” in re-education and repentance
over “past mistakes” and also must not have been engaged in
“criminal acts” against the revolution before 1975. (73) We
can see from such vague wording that there were no
guarantees for any category of prisoners being released.

The most significant policy announcement on the re-education
camps was broadcast by Saigon Domestic Service on June 9,
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1976. This is the May 25 PRGRSV statement No. 02/CS-76,
signed by President Huynh Tan Phat. According to this
broadcast, 95% of those “attending reform courses had their
cases examined and their citizen’s rights restored” in order
that they could vote in the April elections. This figure led
some foreign observers to estimate that 50,000 remained in
the camps, according to official figures, since the government
had said that over one million had been re-educated.

The policy announced that those still in the camps would stay
there for three years, but could be released earlier if they
make “real progress, confess their crimes and score merits.”
It also said that some Vietnamese would be brought to trial,
including those who deserted the NLF during the war, those
who owed “manyblood debts” to the people and those who
fled to “foreign countries with their U.S. masters.”(74)

As far as we know, no such trials were held, or at least they
were not publicized. Nor were prisoners in the camps released
after three years. The excuses offered for the continued
detention beyond the three years are increased security
tensions with China and the 1961 Resolution 49, which Hanoi
argues supersedes the 1976 PRG decree and which allows for
detention in the camps beyond three years. According to
Hoang Son, Resolution 49 allows for a new three year period
to be established for those in the camps who did not
sufficiently reform during the first three years.(75) Since it is
now over seven years since many of the prisoners were first
arrested, we can presume that such prisoners are in their third
three- year period. In the words of Amnesty International,
“Grounds for the continued detention of these people,
therefore, seems to have shifted from past misdeeds and
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present behavior to the external situation, namely national
security. These prisoners are therefore being held in what is
usually termed administrative detention without trial.” The
result of such prolonged, indefinite detention is severe
hardship for the prisoners and their families, said Amnesty
International.(76)

Since there is no clear criteria for releasing the inmates from
the camps, bribery and family connections with high-ranking
officials are more likely to speed up release than the prisoner’s
behavior. Released prisoners are put under probation and
surveillance for six months to one year, and during this time
they have no official status, no exit visas, no access to
government food rations and no right to send their children to
school.(77). If the progress of the former prisoners is judged
unsatisfactory during this period, they may be fired from their
jobs, put under surveillance for another six months to a year,
or sent back to the re-education camps.(78) Approximately
60% of those released have been re-arrested, according to a
high-ranking Vietnamese official.(79)
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Paper certified that the former South Vietnam
low-ranking soldier (Private Duong Van Nghiem)
had completed the re-education course of 4 days.
(Front page)

Paper certified that the former South Vietnam
low-ranking soldier (Private Duong Van Nghiem)
had completed the re-education course of 4 days.
(Back page)
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Another paper certified that the former
low-ranking soldier had completed the short
course of re-education.

A paper certified that a
female Lieutenant Colonel

was released after
spending 13 years in
re-education camp.

Amnesty International has appealed to Hanoi to abolish
Resolution 49 and the system of re-education camps in
Vietnam. We agree. Genuine peace and reconciliation in
Vietnam cannot be brought about through forcing the people
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to praise the regime or “confess” their past opposition to the
Communist side. On the
contrary, as stated in 1973 by NLF leader Nguyen Van Hieu
(presently Minister of Culture in Vietnam), “..democratic
freedoms are man’s fundamental rights, ardent aspirations of
all social strata, of all political and religious forces in South
Vietnam. Only a full and total exercise of democratic liberties
can serve as a basis for the realization of national
reconciliation and concord, the settlement of the internal
affairs of South Viet Nam, and the exercise of the South
Vietnamese people’s right to self-determination.” (80)

VIETNAM. 1988. Two of
the remaining inmates at

Thu Duc re-education
camp stand in the doorway

of the camp library.
Ex-Colonel Phan Tai Diet
(left) served in “security”
in Saigon during the war,
and ex-Colonel Tran Van
Phan was the acting chief

of police for Saigon in
1968 after his boss,
General Loan, was

wounded.
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The search for an interpreter’s
related information

George Miller – US Democrats Congressman – in
Malaysia greeting children at a Vietnamese refugee
camp.

Monsoon fury – image credit Thejas Panarkandy
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Monsoon – image credit 5particle.

22 Jun 1979, Kuantan Beach, Malaysia: Refugees
aboard beached boat from Vietnam. – Image by ©
Bettmann/CORBIS
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Pulau Bidong island.

Refugees transported to Pulau Bidong island walking
on the jetty.

Refugees having picture
taken for ID.
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Refugees having ID photo taken.

Refugees having ID photo taken.

Waiting outside resettlement hall for interviews with
Western delegations on Pulau Bidong
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Inside interviewing room on Pulau Bidong.

Refugees registering at the Puerto Princesa camp in
the Philippines (1980).(United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees)
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Video clip about Pulau Bidong made in May 1979 by Jim
Laurie television correspondent for ABC news in the US.

At the front of Pulau Bidong island.
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Waiting to get letters from Malaysian Red Crescent.

The path from zone C to zone D on Pulau Bidong
island.
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Hanging clothes to dry.
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Growing sweet potatoes. The leaves were on sale and
a luxury only afforded by those with US dollars or
gold.

The path to Sick Bay, church and temple on Pulau
Bidong.
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A Catholic Church built on Pulau Bidong.

A temple on Pulau Bidong.

Outdoor cinema on Pulau Bidong.
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Waiting for the weekly fresh water and food supply
from the ferry on Pulau Bidong.

Receiving firewood supply.
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Receiving fresh food supply.

Dividing fresh food supply amongst people of the
same boat.
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Divide fresh chicken
between individuals.

Individual ration was a
palm-sized piece of

chicken.

Three sardine cans were included in weekly food
ration.
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Small chicken pieces packed in three cans were part
of the weekly food ration.

Three cans of peas were included in the weekly
food ration.
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Handful-sized of sugar was in the weekly food ration.

The weekly ration included a handful-sized mung
beans or soybeans. With mung beans, refugees made
sweet mung bean soup (a dessert) with the few spoons
of sugar supplied each week or they made mung
beans congee (rice soup) from it.
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Handful-sized soybean was given to refugees as part
of their weekly food ration. They either made soybean
sprouts from it or sold it to tofu makers then buy tofu
or other things.

Refugees making tofu from soybean sold to them by
individuals then resell them to other refugees. On the
island, there were also bakeries where bread making
material were bought from mainland Malaysia.
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Can opener.

Can openers.
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Can openers.

Monthly ration was a fistful-sized piece of cabbage.
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Unaccompanied minors in front of their
support group house.

Support group house Âu Cơ for unaccompanied
minors.

Daily queue for fresh water on Pulau Bidong.
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Taking water from the well for bathing and washing
on Pulau Bidong.

Watching other refugee boats arriving in Pulau
Bidong.
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Latrines on Pulau Bidong in the
early days. Later, a block of ten or
twenty enclosed latrines with door
were built. However the chronic

problem was no toilet papers
supplied and newspapers were used
instead but even they were scarce.

 

A refugee made money for savings by
cutting hair for others.

Refugees selling and buying at the Pulau Bidong
camp’s market.
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Image credit

by George Miller .
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A Chinese girl in Vietnam’s
related information

Chinese Opera actresses put on make-up
before a performance.

CHOLON 1955 – La Rue des Marins – Đồng
Khánhstreet. The book “CHOLON” was written by
Jean-Michel de Kermadec with pictures from
Raymond Cauchetier. It was printed in December
1955 by “‘Imprimerie Française d’Outre-Mer”
(IFOM) 3, Rudyard-Kipling Street (Nguyễn Siêu
street) in Saigon.
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Chợ Lớn (The Big Market) in Chinese quarter in
Saigon before the Fall of Saigon

A market in Chợ Lớn (The Big Market) – another
name for the Chinese quarter in Saigon in 1965.
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A market in Chợ Lớn in 1966.

A street in Chợ Lớn in 1970.

A street in Chợ Lớn.
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A street in Chợ Lớn.

A Chinese herbal medicine shop.

A Chinese herbal medicine shop in Hội An in 1950.
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The road in front of a Chinese Opera
theatre named Hào Huê in Chợ Lớn –

the Chinese quarter.

Lanterns with faces of Chinese Opera characters
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A Chinese actor put on make-up before a
performance.

A Chinese Opera actor after finishing
his make-up.

244



A Chinese actress lighted up incense in
front of the Opera God’s altar before a
performance.

A pagoda in Chợ Lớn in 1954.
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A Chinese temple.

Inside a Chinese temple in 1961.

Inside a Chinese temple in the 1960s, a woman
consulted the clairvoyant who wrote her horoscope.
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A Chinese family at a ceremony.

A Chinese family at a ceremony.

A Chinese family altar.
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A Chinese woman in front of her house with many
altars for the different Gods inside her house.

A Chinese man selling dessert made of soft tofu in
sweet ginger soup.
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The Chinese dessert made up of soft tofu in sweet
ginger soup.

Another common Chinese street food – chí mà phủ –
made of ground black sesame seeds in sweet soup.
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A Chinese street vendor selling bánh hấp made of two
halves baked, hollowed and round cases put on top of
and inside the other after filing one case with
shredded coconut.”

A Chinese street vendor selling bò bía which are fresh
rice rolls containing dried shrimps, slices of steamed
Chinese dried sausage, thin slices of omellet,
shredded carrot, shredded jícama (yam bean) and
basil leaves. These rolls are eaten with hoisin sauce.
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Bò bía – fresh rice paper rolls contained slices of
dried Chinese sausage, strips of omelet, dried shrimp,
basil leaves, shredded carrot and yam bean, and
dipped in hoisin sauce with crushed roasted peanut.

A street vendor selling pig’s offal cooked in Chinese
herbs.

A street vendor selling Chinese steamed rice cakes.
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A popular street food snack for children, rice paper
wrapped around small candy rolls placed underneath
shredded fresh coconut and black sesame seeds.

A Chinese street food stall selling noodle soups.
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Chinese street food stall selling beef noodle soups
with tripe and intestines.

A Chinese woman selling handmade fans and brooms.
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A Chinese shop selling lanterns during
the Mid-Autumn Festival.

A Chinese shoe shop.
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A workshop where lion heads used in lion dance were
made.

Inside a Chinese family making Opera
headpieces,
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A Chinese herbal tea street vendor.

Women enjoying Chinese herbal tea
in 1955.

 

In a 1965 report from the Sài Gòn
Customs Department, the Chinese in

South Vietnam controlled 80% of
rice, 78% of food, chemistry and

textile industry, 90% of exports and
imports and nearly 100% in

commerce. Tạ Vinh, a young Chinese
business man in his 30s, was

executed under the order of the then
Prime Minister Nguyễn Cao Kỳ in

1966 for the crime of economic
sabotage as a deterrence to other
Chinese business men of economic

crimes.
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AP and the news of Chinese
business man Tạ Vinh executed

in 1966.

Link to YouTube video of Tạ Vinh’s execution

Tạ Vinh’s wife tried to meet her
husband before execution.
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Tạ Vinh’s wife before her husband’s execution. Tạ
Vinh left behind 7 children.

At 7:30am 10/9/1975 , the Communists arrested
those Chinese business men who were considered
‘Kings without the visible thrones’, who manipulated
the market through monopoly: Mã Hỷ – King of rice,
Lưu Tú Dân – King of fabrics, Bùi Văn Lự – King of
car part import, Hoàng Kim Quy – King of barbed
wire for the American Army, Trần Thiện Tứ – King of
coffee, …. This is a photo of “people” who supported
the Communists’ action.
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A Chinese family.

A block of houses for Chinese on the first floor.
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A Chinese man on a balcony.

Chinese men relaxing in front of their houses.

A Chinese woman in 1961.
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A Chinese young girl studying in front of her house.

A Chinese old woman in her traditional costume.
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A Chinese noodle soup restaurant.

Inside a Chinese restaurant.

A Chinese street vendor making coffee with a cloth
filter.
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A Chinese cook making coffee with cloth
filter.

A Chinese grocery shop.

A Chinese grocery shop.
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A road lined up with shops selling Chinese roasted
pigs, ducks and chickens as well as dried sausages.

A Chinese shop selling
roasted pigs, ducks and

chickens.
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A street full of Chinese stalls selling decorative things
for Chinese New Year.

A Chinese shop selling Chinese greetings and wishes
for Chinese New Year.
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A Chinese funeral procession followed by grieving
relatives in 1960.

Roasted pig for the burial ceremony be place on the
leading funeral carriage.
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A Chinese funeral procession with the music band in
1960.

A Chinese funeral procession with the votive
paper-made shoulder carriage (sedan chair) to be
burned for the dead to use in their afterlife.
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Chinese funeral lanterns to be hung in front of the
house where the coffin is placed.

Votive paper-made servants to be burned to serve the
dead in their after life.
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A Chinese funeral procession with trucks carrying
sympathy notes. These trucks later would be used to
carry the relatives to the cemetery or the
crematorium.
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A Silver Bar Tears Up the
Paper’s related information

The Vietnamese Communist Customs officer collects
the VND$100,000 slipped beneath the papers.

Video the moments a Vietnamese Customs officer keeps an
overseas Vietnamese standing in wait at Tân Sơn Nhất
airport’s passport counter until she bribes him to leave. This
doesn’t happen to Westerners.

270

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=gAwOody8UNM
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=gAwOody8UNM
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=gAwOody8UNM
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=gAwOody8UNM


Customs officer at Vietnam airport caught in bribery
scandal (vietnambreakingnews.com) JULY 6, 2016

A customs officer at Da Nang International Airport has
been reassigned pending an internal investigation after a
woman posted a complaint on Facebook accusing him of
soliciting bribes.

The Vietnamese woman, a university teacher, said in the
Facebook post on Tuesday that she arrived in Da Nang the
previous night from the United States, and the officer found
six bottles of supplements in her luggage.

He said the bottles were subjected to taxes but she could
simply give him some “money for a drink,” according to the
post. She gave him a VND200,000 bill and the officer asked
for “another bill” for his colleague.

On departure, Customs officers at Vietnam airports
often harass overseas Vietnamese by telling them to
open their luggages to be examined. The incidents
often led to the passengers missing their flights unless
the victims bribe the officers.

Pham Duy Nhat, director of the customs department at the
airport told Thanh Nien Wednesday that the officer, who is
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not identified, has been removed from the luggage check unit.
He said he will look into security footage before imposing
necessary punishment.

According to Vietnam’s customs regulations, luggage brought
from overseas are subject to taxes only when exceeding
personal use limits.

Using the excuse to check on luggages from arrival
flights, Customs officers open luggages and steal
goods from inside.

Video where the Customs officer calling people in an
authoritarian voice “Eh, that guy!” (at point 1:18) and collects
bribes (at point 2:53).
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Video Vietnamese Customs officers wanted to forfeit
“undeclared” $5,000 USD from overseas Vietnamese.

Three customs officers in Ho Chi Minh City and a southern
province have been arrested for taking VND514 million
(US$24,200) in bribes from smugglers.(tuoitrenews.vn
11/6/2014)

They are Nguyen Tien Loc, 52, a goods inspector at the
Customs Sub-department at Saigon Port; Le Ha, 56, an
officer at the sub-department; and Nguyen Thanh Lam, 45,
a customs officer at the Tinh Bien Border gate in An Giang.

In relation to the case, police in HCM City also arrested
Huynh Dung Tan, 52, former head of shop 36 (now the Binh
Dong Branch) of the Saigon Industrial Foodstuffs Joint Stock
Company, for appropriating property by swindling and giving
bribes.

These four defendants have been found involved in a
transnational smuggling ring to appropriate the VAT refund.

The ring set up companies abroad and these companies tried
to sign bogus contracts with Vietnam-based exporters to form
false files of exported goods that were eligible for VAT
reimbursement.
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For example, Saigon Industrial Foodstuffs Joint Stock
Company showed on its customs declaration that it exported
Caravel “A” cigarettes, but in fact the exported goods were
rice husks and vermicelli, investigators said.

Using similar methods, from February 2011 to November
2012, Saigon Industrial Foodstuffs Joint Stock Company
signed 69 false contracts nominally worth over VND890
billion ($41.91 million), and the amount of VAT refunded for
these contracts was VND80 billion ($3.76 million).

In the same period, the company also signed 17 bogus
contracts to export goods worth VND716.5 billion ($33.74
million), to two companies in Cambodia.
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The company then submitted five false files of exported goods
to the HCM City Tax Department to get VND92.6 billion
($4.36 million) worth of VAT reimbursement.

The fraud was carried out successfully with the help of the
above three customs officers, who carried out steps for the
exported goods to clear customs.

In return, these officers received at least VND514 million
from the smuggling company, investigators said.

Video in which money is openly handed to Customs officers.

275

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=yyWtJe3E1rQ


Video in which an official receives money at a restaurant for
his extortion over a business owner.

Police receives money for falsely fining a driver.

Money to police to escape a “correct or incorrect”
fine.
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Money to police.

The video of a police receiving bribes.

Video of brawl between Chinese tourists and Vietnamese
Customs officers when the tourists were asked to give extra
money to the officers.

Business as usual: Bribery remains a way of life in Vietnam
by An Dien, Thanh Nien News (thanhniennews.com
Thursday, April 16, 2015)

Several days ahead of Tet, Vietnam’s Lunar New Year
holiday, the owner of two Hanoi hotels received a
not-so-nice surprise from a state agency. That organization
had sent her a list of 35 public servants she was to hand
“lucky money” — a symbolic gesture purported to bring the
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recipients good fortune in the new year. In the past, she’d
received requests from other government agencies for money
to cover their employees’ vacations.

“That was corruption,” said Le Dang Doanh, a veteran
Vietnamese economist who related to the hotelier’s ordeal
during a conference held last month.

A number of independent studies have confirmed that the
practice of giving and receiving bribes is so common in
Vietnam that it is understood to be a routine part of doing
business. To make matters worse, two recent national surveys
confirmed the problem is getting worse.

On Thursday, the Vietnam Provincial Competitiveness Index
(PCI) 2014 reported a significant jump in the prevalence of
bribe-paying across the board. Last year, 66 percent of the
survey’s 9,859 participating Vietnamese firms said they
usually pay extra informal charges to facilitate business
activities. During the previous year, 41 percent of the survey’s
respondents said they did so.
On Tuesday, the Governance and Public Administration
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Performance Index (PAPI) 2014 confirmed that about one
fourth (24 per cent) of its citizen respondents reported paying
“informal charges” for their land use right certificate. About
12 percent reported having to pay a bribe for hospital services,
while almost one third (30 per cent) of respondents with
children in primary school said they’d been illicitly solicited
by educators.

These numbers have all increased since 2012, where 17 per
cent had to pay a bribe for land use right certificates, 10 per
cent for hospital services and 12 per cent for primary
education.
Apparently, the findings came as no surprise for all.

“I do think it does reflect [the situation]. If you talk to people
on the street, they’ll all talk about the same thing,” Edmund
Malesky, PCI’s lead researcher, told Thanh Nien News.

• From top to bottom

In what was apparently an unprecedented move, in 2005 Le
Kha Phieu, Vietnam’s Communist Party chief from 1997 until
2001, told Tuoi Tre (Youth) newspaper that “corruption
permeates the whole network from top to bottom and bottom
to top.”

“I say frankly that there were people who came to see me to
offer me money — 5,000 or 10,000 dollars — no small
amount,” Phieu was quoted by the newspaper as saying at that
time.

Also in 2005, when the first Provincial Competitiveness Index
was launched, the Communist Party commissioned an
unprecedented survey that confirmed nearly a third of
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government employees in Vietnam admitted they would take
a bribe, if one were offered.

In the same year, the National Assembly – the national
legislature – passed Vietnam’s first anti-corruption law. Ever
since, the country’s top leaders have repeatedly pledged to
launch no-holds-barred crackdown on corruption – to little
effect.

In 2014, Vietnam ranked 119th out of 175 countries in the
Transparency International (TI) Corruption Perceptions, 126th
on the World Bank’s Control of Corruption Index, and 74th
on the International Country Risk’s Guide corruption
rankings.

“The government and the Party have announced their
intentions to deal with these problems but implementation has
been patchy and slow,” a foreign diplomat told Thanh Nien
News on condition of anonymity ‘They are naïve’.

Many analysts blame the entrenched practice of giving and
receiving bribes on Vietnam’s failure to complete the market
reforms that began in the late 1980s. They say there is still too
much state control over the economy, which allows connected
insiders to profit.

“Since the rewards to obtaining permission for such thing as
land use, starting of companies, foreign direct investment is
higher, more are willing to pay bribes to obtain such
permission,” said Dennis McCornac, a professor of economics
at Loyola University in Baltimore (Maryland).

There has been growing call for Vietnam to amend laws to
overhaul its business climate in a bid to curb corruption. Prime
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Minister Nguyen Tan Dung has repeatedly called for further
reform of Vietnam’s business climate after acknowledging
that red tape has continued to hinder the country’s
development.
Meanwhile, analysts say that large-scale corruption (e.g.
kickbacks on procurement contracts or sweetheart land deals)
has only increased over time in Vietnam since there are more
projects and those in high places have more power.

Anders Hjorth Agerskov, a Work Bank official, said at a
workshop last January that
Vietnam is 2nd on the list of World Bank clients against
whom there are corruption complaints, with the transport,
information communication and technology, and water sectors
being the biggest offenders. With 189 complaints, Vietnam is
behind only India with 308.

IELTS fraud uncovered in Australia – Many people will try
anything to have permanent resident PR in Australia, even
illegally purchasing a fake IELTS certificate by Bích Ngọc –
Published onTuesday, September 29, 2015 (sbs.com.au)

IELTS (International English Language Testing System) is
used to assess the English language proficiency of people
who want to study or migrant to a country where English is
used as the language of communication.

It is easy to buy an IELTS certificate these days as long as
you have money.
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The site advertises selling IELTS certificates.

Prices for fake IELTS certificates

How does the IELTS test result plays an important role in
migration visa application along with ages, skill assessment
and other conditions?

Ms. Ha Nguyen, manager of a migration agent and study
abroad consulting office named “Australia Connect Group”,
told SBS that it is advantageous for a visa applicant to get a
high IELTS.
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“To achieve the minimum of 65 points in the visa points test
system, the applicant needs to have a good IELTS test result,
a suitable age and the skill assessment certificate. An IELTS
result of 7.0 is worth 10 points and an IELTS result of 8.0 can
get the applicant 20 points.”

“We can see that the advantage is massive. If the applicant
can achieve IELTS result of 8.0, they can have nearly
one-third of the required points. The difference between
achieving 7.0 and 8.0 can be the key to success”.

Anyone experienced in training and sitting for IELTS test
knows that 7.0 is the desired score and that it is really hard to
get.

“This is a real challenge even for some people who complete
their master or bachelor in Australia. Not many people can do
it,” Ms. Ha claimed.

However, nowadays if you has just $5000, you can buy the
desired IELTS scores.

Ms L is currently working for a migrant agent that has offices
in Australia and Vietnam. This agency offers fake IELTS for
people who want to go Australia under the skilled migrant
program.

Ms L (name is changed) claimed that the starting price is
$12,000 for score of 6.5 and $2,000 extra for each point on
top of that. We changed Ms L voice to protect her identity.

“We charge customers from $5000-$12,000. Our partner
confirmed that with this price, clients’ IELTS scores and their
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profile will appear on IELTS global system. For an IELTS
result of over 6.5, the fee is going to be higher than $12,000”.

“Vietnamese people could pay anything to become Australia
permanent residents. They aim for skilled migration first and
then spouse or partner visa. However, the spouse visa
application process is getting more and more complex and
easy to be rejected so that they try to fit themselves as skilled
migrant for PR purpose”, Ms L shared with us.

She also informed us that her company is only “a middle
man” between applicant and the fake IELTS maker who
ensures that the applicant will have a real result in the IELTS
result system and that is available to check online as the
genuine one.

However, this illegal act does not always success. There are
many cases where money is spent without results. By the time
the client realizes, they cannot find the seller.

“Some of our partners cannot be trusted, they just promise.
We do not have any contracts and signature. They can break
the deal, rip off the customers. We experienced that in the
past”.

This employee named L. emphasized there is a high demand
of purchasing IELTS certificates in the Vietnamese
community.

“There’s a very high demand! Clients do not want to study
English. They just want to have an IELTS certificate as soon
as possible”.
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Ms. Ha confirmed that some students and PR applicants came
to her office with high IELTS results that did not match their
real English skill level.

“Some clients were talking to me and I realised that their
English was not that good. I asked some of them and they said
that they took the tests in Vietnam and it was easier back
there. For example, the IELTS result report showed 7.0
overall but I could guess that their real score cannot be more
than 6.0”.

Nearly 2 years ago, thousands of Indian students and labours
arriving in Australia with fake documents that were
uncovered.

The Department of Immigration’s report and ABC’s
investigation showed unimaginable violation has been helping
thousands of students and skilled workers to get to Australia
under the 457 visa by using fake documents. (*)

A spokesman of the Department said that the Ministry have
known about this case and recognised that there are scammers
who try to bypass the laws and principles of the immigration
department.

This is a warning for those who want to find an illegal way to
stay in Australia at any cost.

“First, you have to spend a large amount of money, without
any guarantee of successful. Secondly, if the Department of
Immigration discovers the scam, you will be banned to apply
for any visa for 3 years, and you will be deported from
Australia”, Ms. Ha Nguyen said.
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“With a bad record in the Department of Immigration’s
system, I do not think it is likely you can apply again for
another visa after 3 year. This is a fraud, dishonesty and
unacceptable quackery”.

We are extremely surprised about the reason that students
give us for using this service. Her voice is changed.

“Don’t waste time on study. Instead of spending money on
education, save money and time by buying a fake certificate.
The fake IELTS result report is made so carefully and
delicately that even a normal IELTS teacher could not tell the
difference.” A student told SBS.

A person who used the service said that all communication is
via email and the test result form was posted to the user’s
address. There was no meeting in person or talking directly
via phone call.

There are many websites which are offering this kind of
service. They post some test result report photos with eye
catching advertisements. One of them is chungchiielts.org.
This website claims that they are located in the United
Kingdom and ensures that they will keep their clients’
identities a secret.

The website advertises 2 types of package, basic and
comprehensive package. The comprehensive package offers
real result on the official IELTS system and it is available to
check online all over the world.

“If you cannot afford the comprehensive package, you can go
for basic one. We always recommend that you should choose
the comprehensive one if you will use it for important
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application. Otherwise, basic package is enough for normal
use”.

Diplomas, Transcripts & Certificates – Sellin’ Like
Hotcakes! by Mark A. Ashwill – An International Educator
in Vietnam – 02/08/2013 (markashwill.com)

Get ’em while they last! (The only limit is the one your bank
imposes on you…)

Boost Your Job! (Just pray your current or prospective
employee doesn’t check on the authenticity of your spanking
new – and very fake – sheepskin. Degree verification services,
anyone?)

Get Your Degree! Why earn one when you can buy one! Take
advantage of our 25% discount! Hell, we even sell “Ged
Diplomas”! You want a transcript! Look no further! We’ve
got ’em for just $300. (That’s 1/5 of Vietnam’s annual per
capita income in 2012, by the way.)

Degree Price Sales 25%

Ged Diploma 799$ 599$

Associate Degree 1199$ 899$

Bachelor’s Degree. 1199$ 899$

Master’s Degree. 1499$ 1124$

Ph.D Degree. 1499$ 1124$

This is what it’s all about!
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Memo to the Realdegree Company: A 2-year degree should
be cheaper than a four-year degree. Less time=less value. (A
company called Realdegree Company selling fake credentials.
Isn’t that what’s called an oxymoron?, defined as “a
combination of contradictory or incongruous words, e.g.,
cruel kindness. “Peace is war. Freedom is slavery. Ignorance
is strength,” 1984.)

Degrees, transcripts and certificates as commodities –
literally. This Google website, created on 15 June 2013, bills
itself as a Canadian company but the domain is registered to
HHH in HCMC. Maybe Vietnamese-Canadian or a
Vietnamese national in cooperation with a V-C or Canadian
associates aka partners in dishonor? (Check one of your
friendly domain name lookup sites if you want to find out
HHH’s address, phone number and email address. I want to
keep you in the game, dear reader!)

Like Mike Sestak’s visa scam, this fake credential company is
definitely a short-term endeavor. Make as much as you can in
as short a time as possible before you have to pull the plug.
Ride the wave! Nailing these companies is sometimes a bit
like playing Whac-A-Mole. (If you’re weren’t around or of
age in the 1970s or ’80s, google it.) Like faux institutions of
higher education, most have more lives than a cat. Speaking
of cats, dispensing with them on the Internet can be a bit of a
cat-and-mouse game.
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Don’t know English and need it for a job? No problem! You
can buy an IELTS certificate. The higher the score, the higher
the price! (Duh!) A 5.0 will cost you $600 while a 8.0 will set
you back $1200. (Ouch!) Q: What happens when a
prospective employer asks you a question in English and you
can’t string two coherent sentences together? (Double ouch!)

Drum roll… Below is the top 20 List of University, College,
Institute All Over the World. Check it out for a good laugh
and/or cry. (Can I buy a spelling cerrtifacate, too?) Memo to
Triple H & Company. You know this gig won’t last forever so
enjoy it while you can.

LIST OF UNIVERSITY, COLLEGE, INSTITUTE ALL
OVER THE WORLD

1 HARVARD UNIVERSITY
2 YALE UNIVERSITY
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3 COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY
4 UNIVERSITY OF PHONIX
5 TROY UNIVERSITY
6 UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA (LOS ANGELES)
7 UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA (SAN DIEGO)
8 UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA (BERKELEY)
9 CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY
10 STANFORD UNIVERSITY
11 MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
12 CALIFORNIA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
13 GEORGIA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
14 KENSTATE UNIVERSITY
15 BOSTON COLLEGE
16 AUSTRALIA NATIONAL UNIVERSITY
17 UNIVERSITY OF SYDNEY
18 UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND
19 UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE
20 BOND UNIVERSITY
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A doctor receives a money envelope from relatives of
the patient.
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Video of a doctor receiving multiple envelopes with money in
them when she instructed the relatives of the patient to give
different one to anaesthetist, surgeon,…
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hiMe

hiMe was born in Vietnam in the 60s and is of mixed
ethnic Vietnamese and Chinese heritage.

Her father was a former Signal Corps Lieutenant Colonel
of the old Saigon regime before the Fall of Saigon on
30/04/1975.

Her mother was a children's wear designer, producer and
wholesaler.

hiMe survived a sea journey and arrived in Australia in 1984.

hiMe writes about her life in Vietnam during and post the Vietnam war as well as in
Australia as a refugee and a migrant. hiMe likes to include a small poem of various
styles to each piece of her writing.

A Refugee's Journey - Vietnam to Australia
http://himevn.wordpress.com
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